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Original principal pays visit to community

Growing population requires  
transfer of classes to trailers 

The finished trailers will occupy the back 
parking lot next school year in response to 
the upcoming increase in class sizes. 

KATE CARNIOL/RANK&FILE

     The Fairfax County School Board 
selected Scott Brabrand as the finalist 
for the Superintendent, replacing Interim 
Superintendent Steven Lockard.
     Brabrand currently serves as the 
Superintendent of the Lynchburg City 
Schools in Lynchburg, Virginia.
     “I absolutely think [Dr. Brabrand] is a 
good choice,” junior and student advisory 
council member Emma Choi said. “He 
is really passionate about FCPS and this 
area.”
     Choi and 20 other FCPS stakeholders 
participated in an interview committee 
where they aided in the selection.
     “An important thing to be a strong 
Superintendent is to support the needs 
of the staff while keeping every single 
decision student centered,” System of 
Support Administrator Kevin Wallace said.         
“Regardless of the student’s graduation 
track or their academic abilities, it has to be 
student centered.”
     The decision awaits final Board 
approval. 

Above: “It was really fun to do a song that people dance to because 
we normally don’t do that kind of thing [...] so I finally got to let myself 
go,” senior and Tentatively Cousin Oliver singer Sam Bock said. 
Top left: Seniors Quiana Dang and Isabelle Maricar dance to a song 
dedicated to Maricar for her birthday.
Bottom left: Senior Meghan Ward and sophomore Rohit Pillai cheer 
for acts performing in the revived Battle of the Bands event.
“We used to do this every year, and then our freshman year was the 
last time [Battle of the Bands] happened so we really wanted to bring 
it back before we left,” senior and MC Maddie Choi said.

Groups compete in 
Battle of the Bands

     Starting in the 2017 to 2018 school 
year, trailers will take over the back parking 
lot as new classrooms. Registrar Deb 
Maricello said the school is at capacity 
and compensations are necessary, despite 
the renovation just three years ago to 
accommodate the increasing amount of 
students. 
     Junior Neel Simpson said the incoming 
freshman class should occupy the trailers.
     “I think freshman deserve to learn,” 
Simpson said. “I think they should get the 
trailers so they don’t use our school, but I 
guess they deserve to learn.”
     Freshman Hannah Taylor said the 
prospect of trailers provides a disconnect 
within the school. 
     “I really don’t like the idea of trailers,” 
Taylor said. “It kind of separates the school, 
like some [students are] stuck in trailers 
when there is space in a beautiful renovated 
school.” 

by ethan zack

Past collided with present 
when original Principal 

Elam Hertzler had lunch in 
the cafeteria with Princi-
pal Jeff Litz and the student 
body on June 7. Hertzler was 
the principal from the years 
of 1962 to 1965, respon-
sible for the opening of the 
school, as well as Langley 
High School and James Mad-
ison High School.

“I thought maybe peo-
ple had forgotten all about 
me but all of a sudden, the 
class of [1966] resurrected 
me and that got me back in 
the middle of things,” Hertz-
ler said. “I was pleased with 

that.”
The visit was a chance 

for Hertzler to reflect upon 
the beginnings of the school 
and how he collaborated 
with other schools like Falls 
Church High School and 
Herndon High School.

“I asked those schools to 
appoint four or five kids who 
were thoughtful and had 
the respect of their peers,” 
Hertzler said. “I pulled them 
together a number of times 
to talk about what we might 
do for this high school.”

Hertzler recounted his 
goals for what the school 
should represent.

“This is a unique high 
school for a very unique guy 

and I didn’t want to tie his 
legacy into the military side 
of it because he did so much 
as a Statesman,” Hertzler 
said.

One notable event 
from Hertzler’s tenure was 
the visitation of Katherine 
Brown, General George Mar-
shall’s wife.

“The general died in 
[1959], but in [1962], the 
general’s historian told me 
that she was very much in-
terested in this high school,” 
Hertzler said. “There were 
hundreds of other things 
named for him, but this was 
the only thing she paid at-
tention to.”

Hertzler offered for 
Brown to become the first 
graduate of the school.

“She came and marched 
in on my arm to the first 
graduation down here on 
the football field,” Hertzler 
said.

After his time in the 
FCPS district, Hertzler en-
tered the federal govern-
ment.

“President Carter came 
in, he formed the Depart-
ment of Education, and I 
had the privilege of being 

chief-of-staff to the second 
United States Secretary of 
Education,” Hertzler said.

Hertzler, who now re-
sides in Florida with a minor 
role in the local school dis-
trict, said he was happy that 
the Marshall community 
was still strong.

“I’m very impressed 
with the kids that I’ve met,” 
Hertzler said. “They’re re-
ally top-notch kids. I’m im-
pressed with [Principal Jeff 
Litz] and how well he knows 
what’s going on and is really 
up-to-speed, as far as I’m 
concerned, in the means of 
education.”

Hertzler said that he 
wants graduates to leave as 
independent thinkers.

“I would very much like 
for the graduates of [Mar-
shall] to think for them-
selves,” Hertzler said. “Life 
starts out with discipline. 
You’re born, you don’t know 
what to do and your parents 
teach you to eat and dress 
and do all of those things. 
There’s a whole set of rules 
[and] at a certain point, 
probably in your teenage 
years, you start thinking 
about what you’re doing.”

Junior Chris Margiotta speaks with original Principal Elam 
Hertzler about the school over lunch on June 7.
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School is out, 
        summer is in

by kate carniol

The LGBTQ+ community and 
its supporters have recog-

nized June as the unofficial Pride 
Month since 1969 in commem-
oration of the Stonewall riots. 
Sophomore Jack Newman said 
that Pride provides an opportu-
nity for members of the commu-
nity to express themselves in a 
way that they otherwise couldn’t. 

“[Pride month] means cele-
brating who I am and my identi-
ty,” Newman said. “Just showing 
that I’m visible in the world. Peo-
ple who are LGBT won’t go away. 
Going to Pride shows that we’re 
out there, that we’re visible, 
we’re unapologetic [and] we’re 
proud to be who we are.” 

Expressing sexuality freely is 
a relief to junior Nicole Schmidt 
because she said she no longer 
has to hide from her parents. 

“I didn’t have to lie to them 
anymore about where I was go-
ing out or why I was going out 
and who I was meeting up with,” 
Schmidt said. “I was able to be 
more open and honest with 
them and it made it so that they 
could trust me more and I could 
trust them more.”

For junior Valerie Villarre-
al, she said the decision to come 
out to her friends was easy, but 
she has some reservations about 
sharing her sexuality with her 
family because of her Catholic 
roots.

“To some parts of my family, 
I think it would be hard to [come 
out] because I did grow up in a 
Catholic house,” Villarreal said. 
“To some parts it might be a little 
bit harder but to others I feel like 
they would accept me.” 

The decision to come out 
is stressful, but senior William 

Mulville said she encourages in-
dividuals still in the closet to be 
open about their sexuality and 
identity with at least one person 
in their lives. 

“If you’re not in the best sit-
uation with your family, at least 
confide in your friends because 
you get stressed out the longer 
you hold it in,” Mulville said. “Tell 
someone that you are so that 
way someone can support you. 
You don’t have to do it alone.”

Villareal said she also sup-
ports closeted individuals to 
come out to someone once they 
have come to terms with their 
sexuality and identity. 

“Find a group of people 
you feel comfortable with and 
when you really do feel like they 
would feel okay with it, and you 
feel okay with it, just open up to 
someone,” Villareal said. “You 
need one person at least to feel 

Retirees reflect on their careers 

Students staying in Northern Virginia for the summer discuss activities 
to do and locations to visit with friends and family throughout the up-
coming months.

Pride month celebrates equality

compiled by 
lauren elias

“Over the summer I like to go to 
amusement parks like Busch Gar-
dens and Kings Dominion. It’s fun, 
those rides are fun. I really enjoy 
going with my family and friends. 
The roller coasters are my favorite. 
I love roller coasters. I like going up 
really high and then going down 
super fast. It’s super fun for me. I 
usually go once or twice a year for 
like the past five years. Most of the 
time it’s during the summer. I think 
it’s special because it’s something I 
really enjoy and we barely do it.”

— freshman kareem diab

“I made a summer list of stuff I 
wanted to do, like go to Gravelly 
Point, go to a [Nationals] game, 
and go to concerts at Jiffy Lube 
Live. I just wanted to do fun things 
this summer and thought about 
making a list to make sure I actually 
did them. We just thought of some 
of the activities I [mentioned these] 
because they seemed interesting 
and good things to do in the sum-
mer.”

— sophomore grace grill

“In the summer I like to bike a lot. 
It’s fun to bike during the daytime 
when the W and OD Trail is less 
crowded, so I like biking to Reston, 
Herndon or sometimes D.C. It is re-
ally fun to bike on the trail because 
you get to see how connected ev-
erything is in NoVa and go past 
all of these places you normally 
just drive by. Also, I like to try new 
places to eat in the area since new 
restaurants are always popping up 
around here.”

— junior katie kenny 
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The OUTRIDERS Womens Motorcycle Club carries a flag marked 
with “Born this Way” in support of the LGBTQ+ community at the 
Pride Parade on June 10. 
“I shouldn’t feel ashamed for what I feel and other people shouldn’t 
either,” junior Valerie Villareal said. 

by aqsa rashid

After a year full of grading pa-
pers, planning classes and 

working with students, teach-
ers are getting ready to end the 
year and begin their three month 
vacation. However, some staff 
members are preparing to finish 
their final year at Marshall. In-
structional technology specialist 
Roxanne Kaylor will be retiring 
after facilitating teachers with 
their lesson plans for the last 
seven years. Although Kaylor’s 
office resides in the library, her 
job revolves around integrat-
ing technology into classrooms. 
Doing so has allowed Kaylor to 
maintain a close relationship 
with various people around the 
school. 

“It’s been the best job in 
the world,” Kaylor said. “I’m in 
a position that interacts with 
all teachers and students, so it’s 
been better for me to see the 
building as a whole.”

Kaylor said she appreciates 
her time working with teachers 

and seeing the effects of tech-
nology on education in the class-
room.

“Technology moves at a fast 
pace, especially when it comes to 
education,” Kaylor said. “I’ll miss 
the hands on technology that I 
have on a daily basis.” 

While reflecting upon her 
job, Kaylor said she will most-
ly miss the times she’s helped 
teachers use technology they 
were otherwise unfamiliar with. 

“If I opened up that door for 
them to make their lives easi-
er and more efficient, that will 
make me happy,” Kaylor said.

Although Kaylor plans to 
take up old hobbies like mara-
thon running after retirement, 
she also hopes to also cultivate 
a part time job using technology. 

Security officer Skip Arnold 
is  also planning to finish off his 
final year at FCPS after working 
for 15 years. Prior to his work as 
a security officer, Arnold served 
as a deputy sheriff for 27 years, 
working in courts and jails while 
instructing at an academy. 

“Working here was a way for 
me to collect more income until 
I could get the social security at 
the age of retirement,” Arnold 
said. Upon his departure, Arnold  
will move to his retirement home 
near Luray Caverns, and devote 
more of his time to his grandchil-
dren. Nonetheless, Arnold says 
he will miss his time working as 
a security officer.

“I’ve met some really nice 
students and teachers while 
working here,” Arnold said. 

After teaching for 25 years, 
math teacher Melissa Nicholson 
is planning to devote time after 
retirement to her hobbies. 

“I want to get caught 
up on spending time with 
my family, and on volun-
teer work,” Nicholson said.                                                                     
Nicholson treasures the relation-
ships she’s built as a teacher. In 
addition to teaching students, 
she said she has benefitted from 
them, too.

“You learn a lot from kids. 
You learn about changes in life 
and changes in directions in 

Instructionalist technology specialist Roxanne Kaylor contemplates 
her time working in the library and within classrooms, appreciating 
the benefits that came with the job.                                                                                     
“[My job] has opened up the curriculum within classrooms because 
teachers are thinking differently on how they [plan] their curriculum 
on a daily basis,” Kaylor said.                                                                                                                                
As the school year comes to an end, retirees prepare to say goodbye 
to their time with staff members and students.          
“I’m going to miss the teachers,” Kaylor said. “I think it’s important 
to have a relationship with them no matter what position. It’s how 
you build relationships, with the people that you serve and that’s 
what I am going to miss most of all from here.”



by johann young

With the first three entries of the DC 
Extended Universe all having less 

than 60 percent on Rotten Tomatoes, 
Wonder Woman was Warner Brothers 
last hope to keep both critics and fans in-
terested in their new franchise. Released 
on June 2, the highly anticipated entry 
into the DCEU stars Gal Gadot as Diana 
Prince, better known as Wonder Woman, 
and Chris Pine as Steve Trevor as the two 
fight their way through the Eastern front 
of World War I to stop a new threat. 

Gadot’s performance was surprising-
ly good given the fact she is relatively new 
to the acting scene, and she managed to 
handle her role with skill. Pine’s portrayal 
of Steve Trevor was also a standout per-
formance, especially when he shared the 
scene with Gadot. The on-screen chemis-
try between the two was one of the best 
features of the movie with each promoting 

a romance that did not seem forced in any 
way. Sadly, unlike the main characters, the 
movie’s villains were very underdevel-
oped. After watching the movie, Danny 
Huston’s General Ludendorff and Elena 
Anya’s Doctor Poison seemed to just be 
shoved in so there could be an eventual 
twist. This wouldn’t be such a bad thing if 
their performances weren’t lackluster and 
overall forgettable at best. 

A comic book movie isn’t complete 
without intense action, and Wonder 
Woman definitely delivers that. As the 
movie goes on, the action continues to im-
prove with more and more intense scenes, 
starting with simple combat training then 
later tank flipping and church destroying 
combat. However, one thing that does dis-
tract from the action is the poor computer 
graphics. This generally is not the worst 
thing, especially if they hide it well, but 
it is extremely obvious in the final fight 
where you should be most invested in the 

movie and instead you’re just watching 
two poorly made animations fight it out. 

Overall, Wonder Woman is a welcome 
addition to the DCEU with extremely 

strong performances from both Gadot 
and Pine. It creates a new standard for not 
only other DC films, but for female lead 
comic book movies as a whole.  
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Wonder Woman generates 
optimism for new DCEU films

E3 Convention

Microsoft will be shipping out the Xbox One X on Nov. 9 at $499 worldwide with 
the ability to produce true 4K visuals, along with 4K UHD blue ray playback. The 
consoles hardware makes it the most powerful console on the market with a 6 teraflop 
GPU clocked at 1.172 ghz, 12 GB of GDDR5 memory and 326GB of memory 
bandwidth, putting it above Sony’s Playstation 4 Pro. It will also allow all original 
Xbox One games and accessories to work with the new console. Even without a 4K 
TV, the Xbox One X will allow the graphics to be the best quality possible on that 
TV with super sampling. Microsoft also announced 41 new game titles that will be 
playable in 4K at release, along with updates to previous releases like Gears of War 
4 that will allow for true 4K visuals. 

 Electronic Arts Inc. announced their second installment in the Battlefront series, Star 
Wars Battlefront II. The game now allows players to go through all the Star Wars 
sagas from Episode I to Episode VII. This means that fans can now take part in battles 
during the Clone Wars era and beyond. EA said this change gives the game more 
than triple the content than the previous entry, even bringing back the fan- favorite 
space battles. John Boyega, who plays Fin in the new films, was introduced to fans 
and said there will be free content every season, starting with the release of his 
character as a playable hero. EA also announced the first major content expansion. It 
will follow the Star Wars: The Last Jedi theme and is scheduled to release in December.   

Each year the biggest names in video game developement meet at 
the Los Angeles Convention Center to announce their new games and  
future plans for the industry. compiled by tenzin tsering
Xbox One X

BattleFront 2

the big reveal
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by janan iranbomy

The spring orchestra concert last week was 
the last concert of the year. It focused on hon-

oring the 20 graduating seniors out of the 128 
person department.

“We had so many talented seniors this year,” 
fine arts chair Catherine Bond said.

The annual event focuses on seniors because 
it is their last performance as part of the Marshall 
orchestra. Every senior gets recognition for their 
talents during an awards ceremony after the con-
cert. 

“[The] concert was great,” Bond said. “It was 
a fantastic night. I was really proud of them.”

This year, the orchestra group has tried to 
expand its involvement to outside of Marshall, 
reaching out and playing music and local elemen-
tary schools as part of an outreach program.

“We just played at [Westbriar Elementary 
School] last week,” Bond said.

In an attempt to introduce Marshall’s music 
program, orchestra members tried to perform 

at all the elementary feeder schools. But, due to 
logistics, some schools were unable to accommo-
date.

“Unfortunately with their testing schedule, 
they couldn’t accommodate us,” Bond said. 

Although they weren’t able to reach out to 
all the elementary schools in the area, orchestra 
members still expressed the importance and ef-
fect of visiting the younger community.

“Our orchestra helped advocated and bring 
people in by playing at elementary schools and 
talking to little kids,“ junior Neha Reddy said. “It 
was really a fun experience.” 

With the year coming to a close, the or-
chestra is looking forward to next year’s annual 
events, as well as some new changes that will be 
made to the structure of the music department 
as a whole. The annual winter concert will prove 
to be a big change from the usual setup, with or-
chestra merging with choir and band for a fresh 
new take on the concert.

“Next year’s winter concert will be exciting” 
Bond said. 

From left to right: Sameer (Saïd Taghhmaoui), Steve Trevor (Chris Pine), Diana 
Prince (Gal Gadot), The Cheif (Eugene Brave Rock) and Charlie (Ewen Bremmer), 
pose for a photo after saving a small town in the Eastern Front in Belgium
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James Madison University

Northern Virginia 
Community College

Eastern Mennonite 
University

George Mason 
University

The George Washington 
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Carnegie Mellon 
University

Liberty University

Davidson College

College of William and 
Mary

Gardner-Webb 
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Fairleigh Dickinson 
University
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at Albany

Christopher Newport 
University

Augusta University

Hampshire College

Northwestern University
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Elon University

Hamilton College

Longwood University

Brown University

Clemson University

Brigham Young 
University

New York University

Johnson & Wales University

Falmouth University

Lewis & Clark College

Boston University

Middlebury College

Eastman School of Music of the 
University of Rochester

Ohio University

Limestone College

Stevens Institute of
Technology

Pace University

Berklee College of 
Music

Marymount University

Shippensburg University 
of Pennsylvania

Connecticut College

American University

Emerson College

Guilford College

East Carolina University

McGill University

Cornell University

Ayla Taffel

Nicholas Abdeen

Jack Foley

Thea Prevalsky

Kathleen Kim

Michael Holland
Julia South

Claire Heiden

Amelia Barberis
Casey Lauer

Central Christian 
College of Kansas

Christina Hall

Robert McCaleb

Daniel Fan
Noah Levinson

Grace Smith
Elijah Weske

Victoria Windt

Katherine Herbolsheimer
Timothy Nayak

Faith Burke
Jin Cho

Jack Craver
Natalia Critchley
Kristen Fritzeen

Jonathan Griggs
Eve Grill

Madeleine Heick
Lucas Hemmingson

Justin Kaley
Raman Khanna

Margaret Lister
Patrick Lynch

Isabelle Maricar
Mary McCants
Emily Parrott

Jordan Shamukiga
Kelly Shea

Leeann Soyka
Emeline Walker
Emma Ward

Meghan Ward
Benjamin Winicour

Shaina Smith

Joseph Welsh

Samuel Bock

Rachel Giles
Maya Horne

Amanda Tooke

Mohammad Abudiab

John Laszakovits
Shannon Prescott

Eleanor Auvil
Sydney Hallisey

Liam Thomas

Carlota Guardado

Hanna Ebert

Anna Hughes

Lauren Deaver
Hannah Smith

Arman Analouei
Jacob Audick

Eric Barna
Cristina Catterton

Emily Chang
Maya Chatterjee

Zhong E
Synah Elahi-Mohassel

Nick Fortin
Alexandro Fuentelzas

Joshua Goubeaux
Nisa Hassan

Jacob Hernandez
Aliya Hochstadt
Rand Hossain
Ryan Hossain

Siddharth Kumaran
Robert Lanier

Tina Le
Peter Luketic

James Manown
Rahwan Moaz
Austin Mulville

David Ott
Chloe Pignano
Anna Pittman
Sean Quan
David Rojas
Shah Saeed
Andrew Tran
John Tsaousis

Stephen Underwood
Teja Vayuvegula

Thomas Vu
Naomi Willis-Jones

Hisham Zahid
Grant Zolldan

Ally Thring

Jacob Han

Laura Goldberg

Arian Abedi
James August
Mitchell Baki

Jai Bhide
John Button

Jacqueline Clarke
Lauren deVilla
Nicole Escobar
Christina French
Tyler Gaugler
William Hajjar

Ryan Heshmatipour
Sophia Jacobi
Francis Kwartin

Gavin Lao

Jacob Miller
Leland Morrison

Cindy Ngo
Najma Omar
Stephanie Post
Lindsey Price

Stephanie Quijano
Arodi Rodrigo

Seung Shin
Alexandra Stenseth
Kaivan Tabatabai

Piero Tosi
Logan Tran

Priya Trehan-Sarna
Tony Zadrima

Juan Cardenas
Matthew Hoskins

Aidan Kemp

Robert Berk

Thando Muchemenyi

Riley Cherrix
Austin Harris
Abigail Lesser
Kristen Tillman
Lauren Tillman

Hanan Qasem
Justin Tran
Sita Nair

Zachariah Zimmerman

Emma Knoke

Mark Holtje

Einas Abu-El Hawa
Carlos Argueta

Christabel Asuzu
Laila Ayas
James Beitz

Alexis Bennett
Colin Brown

Anthony Campos
Begum Cevirgen
Mason Cherrix

Matthew Colaianni
Tony Dang

Maya El-Hage
Scott Fisher

Brendan Fitzsimmons
Keila Garcia Almaraz
Atousa Ghadakpour

Rheana Gray
John Harris

Ala’a Houalla

Hassan Jire
Joon Jung

Angelica Martinez Garcia
Makenna Matos

Carlos Meza Madrid
Kira Miller

Omar Mohamed
MonaLisa Moore
William Mulville

Ana Palomo Valencia
Sarah Petroff

Lan Phan
Jessica Savage
Alberto Sotelo

Krisztian Szoboszlai
Kevin Terceros Mendoza

Patricia Trejo
Kaylyn Truesdale
Andreas Tsaousis

Khaliah Whitehead

John Grimm

Molly McQueen

Adam Ebraham
Sarah Heymann

Tareq Kazan

Joseph Olesker
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Vanderbilt University

Yale University

San Jose State University

United States Naval Academy

University of Toronto

University of California

Tulane University

University of 
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University of 
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University of 
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State University of New York 
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The University of Texas

Pennsylvania State University

University of Miami

West Virginia University
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University of Mary 
Washington

Radford University
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Wesleyan University
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University of Central Florida

Rutgers University

The University of Georgia
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Carolina

Texas Christian University

Randolph College

Stevens Institute of
Technology

University of New 
Hampshire

University of Wisconsin
United States Coast 

Guard Academy

Valencia College

St. Lawrence University

The Cosmetology School of Paul 
Mitchell

Villanova University

Shippensburg University 
of Pennsylvania

University of Colorado 
at Boulder

Temple University

Pitzer College

University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign

The University of Alabama

University of Delaware

Zachary Evanoff
Nour-Eldeen Hamed

Nurul Md Amin

Raoul Sojwal

Kylie Hoffman

Dilawar Mubashir

Tania Kalehe

Jessica Lewis

Alexander Cessna

Steven Baker
Clarisse Calpito

Madison Shannon

Jenna Robbins

Amelia Ely

Samuel Murphy

Madelynn Pounder

Nayeera Abdullah
Lawrence Boyer

Madelynn Pounder

Nicolas Montfort

Cierra Puliafico

Mohammad Badeeb
Esther Kim

Brian Anderson

Kiran Sullivan
Ian Sweeney

Gillian McIntyre

Ethan Epstein
Claire Wilson

Magnus Dalier

Rachel Piche

Madeline Choi

Jennifer Cousin
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by anna zelenski

Coming to school with nothing but a pen 
and a stack of random papers stuffed 

in your backpack is the epitome of fatigue 
most students experience by the time the 
end of the school year rolls around. 

Anticipating the classes where little 
classwork occurs is a huge part of the ap-
peal of the end of the year. To my unpleas-
ant surprise, this has not been happening. 
An indirect relationship seems to be oc-
curring between the amount of motivation 
I have and the amount of work teachers 

assign.
On top of the unexpected hit of proj-

ects, extra assignments and tests, finals 
are something that have been in the back 
of my mind since we talked about them in 
September while going over the syllabus.  

Having finals the last week of school 
is not only unfair, but quite frankly cruel 
to the students as well as the teachers who 
have been working and pushing for a solid 
nine months. 

Squeezing in finals during the last 
week of school is a major cause of unnec-
essary stress for students. The last week of 

school is meant to slow down our work-
load. With finals right before the end of the 
school year, it leaves no breathing room 
for the students or the teachers. 

Grades remain up in the air until you 
receive your report card in the mail over 
the summer. With no extra time to spare, 
students don’t have the opportunity to see 
if remediation is necessary to obtain their 
desired grade in the class. It’s unfair to the 
students to be left in the dark about their 
grades, and having finals the last week of 
school does just this. 

As Volume 55 of Rank & File begins, I 
find myself reflecting on my mission 

statement from the start of this year. I re-
member feeling a strange mixture of fear, 
excitement and most chiefly, anticipation. 
With two years of experience in journal-
ism, I was extremely unsure as to how the 
year would progress.

Reaching the end of yet another year 
of Rank & File, I can confidently say that 
this year was a success in a variety of ways. 
Our social media presence expanded by a 
significant margin, effectively filling in 
the gaps between each print issue. There 
were enough funds to consistently main-
tain some color in each issue, allowing our 
changing approach to design to become all 
the more visually appealing.

The dynamics of the publication have 

also developed a productive rhythm. Even 
to those that joined staff just this year, 
production cycles are second nature. New 
friendships have bloomed and my goal of 
making Rank & File a community that fos-
ters both hard work and enjoyment has 
come to fruition.

This isn’t to say that there weren’t 
some hardships. Many breaks and holidays 
split our production cycles into fragments. 
There were times when we finished one is-
sue, only to have to immediately jump into 
designing the next issue in order to get it 

out in time.
But I think my staff and I rose to the 

occasion, not once failing to get a high-
quality newspaper out to the community. 
I feel extremely confident in this publica-
tion’s ability to consistently be a reputable 
source of information.

It is with that confidence that I will en-
ter my second year as Editor in Chief and 
employ a variety of new changes to the 
organization. We have gracefully upheld 
the legacy that the editors before us left 
behind and now it is time to innovate. We 
hope for your continued readership next 
year.

Editor-in-Chief
Ethan Zack

by kate guardado

The only thing that moti-
vates me towards the end 

of the school year is a long 
summer vacation. This year’s 
summer vacation is shorter 
by nine days, which is very 
frustrating. Even though hav-
ing a short summer makes you 
value every second of your 
vacation, we deserve a longer 
break.

Personally, this year has 
been very trying. In the begin-
ning of the second semester, I 
transferred from Falls Church  

to Marshall, which impacted 
my social and academic life. 
The systems are completely 
different, and I’m in a new 
environment. Weeks into the 
move, I started to count the 
days until my summer break. 
I wanted to forget the frustra-
tion of this experience and re-
lax. When I found out that this 
summer was going to be short, 
I was devastated. I wanted to 
take time to relieve all of the 
stress from this school year. 

The last thing I think 
about in a summer vacation 
is going back to school. Now 

I’m stressed about going 
back and preparing my-
self for the upcoming year. 
I won’t be able to enjoy 
my time off due to the 
fact that I’m stressed 
over the start of the 
school year. The pur-
pose of having a vacation is 
to forget about the year, but 
because of the short-
er break, I’m 
stressed for  
most of 
my sum-
mer.  

Late finals week results in unnecessary anxiety  

Shortened summers hurt students 

Rank & File begins to innovate after strong year

letter from
the editor

summer 2016: 
75 days

summer 2017: 
66 days
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sportsbriefs
Girls lacrosse takes second 
in consecutive State Final 

by aparna mathew

Softball varsity coach 
retires after five seasons 

by kiley moriarity

     Girls varsity lacrosse fell to Potomac 
Falls 9-12 during the State Championship 
game on June 10, a rematch of the 2016 
State Championships, where Potomac Falls 
beat out Marshall 19-7.
     Regardless of the loss, sophomore and 
varsity lacrosse player Emily Brunner said 
she is content with the determination and 
ability of the team.
     “I am definitely still proud of our team 
because we played some amazing games 
this year,” Brunner said. “We made school 
history by winning the first girls lacrosse 
regional banner ever.”
     Brunner accredits the real crutch in the 
game to the Statesmens’ lack of defense, as 
well as the Panthers’ offensive play.
     “We need to work on defense pressur-
ing ball and doubling,” Brunner said. “We 
sort of did it during the game, but we didn’t 
always connect like we should have.”
     Sophomore Claire Cwalina said the 
stellar season is due to the team captains, 
expressing the benefits of their dedication 
for the sport.
     “Really, our senior captains Lauren 
Deaver and Hannah Smith are truly the 
reason why we got this far,” Cwalina said. 
“They are the backbones of the team.”
     Senior and team captain Lauren Deaver 
said that good sportsmanship is more im-
portant than titles.
     “All our time and hard work together 
and being on this team is a million times 
better, in my eyes,” Deaver said. 

     Varsity softball coach Missy Whittington 
resigned from her coaching position at the 
end of this spring 2017 season after coach-
ing for five seasons. 
     “Due to unexpected back issues, I am 
unable to maintain the softball field on a 
day to day basis any longer,” Whittington 
said.  
     Whittington said she feels confident in 
the softball program following her resigna-
tion because of the staffing retention.
     “The softball program at Marshall is in 
really great shape today due to the consis-
tency of my coaching staff over the past five 
years,” Whittington said.  “The girls worked 
hard in practices, competed at a very high 
level in contests, and came through with 
four conference championships.”  
     Freshman and varsity softball player 
Emily Hoskins said that she will miss Whit-
tington because of her caring nature.
     “[Whittington] was always super encour-
aging and always believed in every single 
player,” Hoskins said. “She definitely cared 
about her team and treated us with so much 
love.” 

Girls varsity tennis team wins States

COURTESY OF KATE TAYLOR
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Senior and varsity lacrosse player Lauren 
Deaver runs down the field in an attempt to 
shake off a defender. 
“Winning States was a goal, but we put up 
a good fight and came extremely close,” 
Deaver said. 

APARNA MATHEW/RANK&FILE

by anna zelenski

The girls varsity tennis team won the Team State Champi-
onship on June 5 after defeating Deep Run High School in 

a rematch of the 2016 State Semi-Finals. 
The team has won individual States in past years, but this 

is the first year in Marshall’s history they’ve won Team States. 
Each team used their top six players in a series of singles 
matches, and if neither team has more than five wins, they 
move on to team matches that consist of two players from 
each team. 

Many obstacles and tragedies fell upon the team during 
this season. Head coach Arlene Fitz-Patrick’s cancer diagno-
sis caused a momentary halt in the team’s progress. 

“When I first heard that coach Fitz-Patrick was diag-
nosed, I remember me and the other girls being really upset, 
and for a little bit I could see it impacting my play,” junior and 
varsity tennis player Kate Taylor said. “But then after a while 
we all realized we should use this as motivation to go the far-
thest we can, and now being that we did that, it makes it that 
much more meaningful because we did it for her.” 

Fitz-Patrick’s daughter, sophomore and varsity tennis 
player Ashley Fitz-Patrick, said that having her mom as a 
part of the team created a positive atmosphere that aided the 
team’s success. 

“My mom was more of a mentor and a motherly figure 
to everyone,” Fitz-Patrick said. “She didn’t change up our 
strokes or techniques or anything because we each had indi-
vidual coaches, but she gave us really good advice throughout 
the season.”

According to Taylor, the biggest challenge in the State Fi-
nals was beating the undefeated Nina Sorkin. 

“[Sorkin] hadn’t lost a single match in all of her four years 
of high school, so I was really nervous for [Tran] when she 
was going up to start,” Taylor said. “But I had a strong feeling 
that something really special was about to happen.” 

At the closing moments of the match between Sorkin and 
Tran, when the team realized what was about to happen, Tay-
lor said the team was close to tears. 

“As the last serve was going, and we realized that Reilly 
was going to win, I remember looking around at my team-
mates and seeing them with tears in their eyes,” Taylor said. 
“It was such a special moment to share, and one I will never 
forget.”  

Freshman and varsity tennis player Reilly Tran is now the 
only athlete to have defeated Sorkin during her high school 
career. 

“It was pretty amazing when [Tran] beat [Sorkin] in the 
Team Event,” Fitz-Patrick said. “[Sorkin] had gone undefeated 
and we finally beat her, and now her record is 89-1.” 

Fitz-Patrick said Tran’s victory was the turning point in 
the game. 

“That was a real game changer in the score because it 
allowed the seniors to win [the championship],” Fitz-Patrick 
said. 

Seniors and team captains Priya Trehan-Sarna and Nattie 
Koludrovic won their doubles match, sending Marshall to vic-
tory. Losing in the semi-finals of their sophomore year, fresh-
man and varsity tennis player Alyson Rees said it was nice of 
them to finally win together their senior year.  

“It felt so good to have [the seniors] close it out,” Rees 
said. “It was nice that it was their last game as high school 
players and we all ran on the court bawling our eyes out.” 

Rees said the team is excited to be presented with the 
state rings. 

“I think that it’s cool that I can say I got a ring as a fresh-
man,” Rees said. “I’m also excited for the seniors to get them 
and to see the trophy because they deserved it.”  

Taylor said that claiming the title of Team State Champi-
ons meant more to the team than just winning their first rings 
and a trophy. 

“Winning signified our unification and our care for coach 
Fitz-Patrick,” Taylor said. “It showed how strong we are as a 
program to come back and make a name for ourselves.” 

The girls varsity tennis team poses with their trophy after 
winning the Team State Title on June 5, their first win in this 
category. The team defeated the previous state champions, 
Deep Run High School. 
“This was a really big moment and we’re really excited 
to get rings and trophies,” sophomore and varsity tennis 
player Ashley Fitz-Patrick said. 


	v55i1p1
	v55i1p2
	v55i1p3
	v55i1p4-5
	v55i1p6
	v55i1p7
	v55i1p8

