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newsbriefs
Weather incliments 
disrupt MUN conference 

by olive hsu & will shin 

Classroom modular takes 
over upper parking lot 

by johann young

     During the county’s winter break, 
construction on a new semi-permanent 
12 classroom modular began in the upper 
parking lot behind the building. This mod-
ular takes up a large portion of the back 
parking lot, leaving people frustrated with 
the loss of their parking. 
     “It makes it a lot harder to park,” senior 
Leah Jeffery said. “It’s annoying because 
you paid 200 dollars for a parking pass and 
now there’s no parking.” 
     While the administration acknowledged 
the upset, its purpose is for the future of 
the school due to the rising number of kids 
coming in each year. 
     “Our renovation built out our building 
for 2030 kids and right now we’re at 2236,” 
principal Jeff Litz said. “We anticipate that 
growth to continue over the next several 
years, if not the next decade.” 
     The construction of the modular will 
also result in the removal of the trailers.

     Weather circumstances forced Model 
United Nations to participate in only two 
conferences during the months of Decem-
ber and January.
     In the past two months, MUN scheduled 
to participate in three conferences. But 
they were only able to compete in the first 
two. 
     During the first day, impending snow 
forced the conference staff to rearrange 
the schedule to fit it into one day. The time 
restraints of the conference prompted 
disappointment from even veteran MUN 
members, such as sophomore Shivane 
Anand.
     “We’re usually assigned two topics, and 
we were only able to debate one,” Anand 
said. “[Shortenings] really kill the vibe of 
debating and working on topics.”
      Although the general consensus 
appeared to be a disappointment once 
more, senior and four-year MUN member 
Shreeyas Kumar said he had no worries.
     “I like to go with the flow [during confer-
ences] because I take control and dominate 
when my mind is relaxed,” Kumar said. 
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Shivane Anand, the delegate for Uruguay, 
raises his placard in order to speak to the 
committee.

by dmitry butylev                                                                                                                                   
& wade devinney

Amongst millions of oth-
er Americans, Marshall 

activists united in the Wash-
ington D.C. Sisters March on 
Jan. 20.

On the one year anniver-
sary of the historic Women’s 
March, nearly three million 
people came to protest the 
lack of gender equality in 
everyday practice and in the 
current political climate and 
the presidential administra-
tion.

Protesters marched 
from the Lincoln Memorial 
to LaFayette Park.

“It was a really good 
experience,” senior Hiam 
Baidas said. “It felt really em-
powering and comforting to 
be marching with so many 
people who I know support 
the same values that I have.”

Despite the fact that 
the March turnout being 
slightly smaller than last 
year, the March was still a 
success for the protesters.

“There was still a lot of 
people, but definitely less 
than last year,” Baidas said. 
“The turnout this year was 
kind of better because it 
made [the march] more en-
joyable.” 

The protesters also 
marched in favor of equality 
for immigrants and minori-
ties.

Junior and founder of 
the GCM Girl Up club Izzie 
Moutinho went to both 
marches as well.

Moutinho said that her-
self, she along with many 
other feminists, do not need 
labels in order to fight for 
what they believe in. 

While the march is con-
sidered a “feminist” march, 

Moutinho said she would 
caution against attaching 
such a label. 

“I don’t think that we 
need to adopt the term that 
describes someone that 
wants equal rights, but if you 
are labeling me as a feminist, 
I really don’t care, but if you 
are using it as an insult, that 
is where I’m going to draw 
the line,” Moutinho said. 

Junior Sophie Sardari 
said the march was one of 
the few things  that the youth 

can be a part of in relation to 
politics. 

“This [march is] differ-
ent, but I like to be a part of 
these events,” Sardari said “it 
is kind of community collab-
orating.”  

The march was also a 
call to remove Trump from 
office.

“I think [Trump] gives 
himself a little more credit 
than he deserves,” junior and 
officer of the GCM Girl Up 
club Erin McDonald said. 

On the way to the White House, a woman marches with a hand-
drawn sign reading “CARE FOR ALL & HER” as a demonstration 
of  the importance of both equal rights and the environment.

ISABELLA MOUTINHO

Demonstrators unite 
for women’s rights
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Skiers venture to the Canadian slopes
by ivan isnit                                                                                                                                       
& christina trivisonno

The Canadian skiing pro-
gram, “Snow Escape,” 

was a student-organized 
trip for three days to Que-
bec, Canada during winter 
break. 

Attendees bonded 
with each other while ex-
periencing a new kind of 
freedom through an inter-
national adventure. 

Senior and Snow Es-
cape representative Helena 
Ristic led 15 other Marshall 
students to Mont-Trem-
blant, a city in Quebec, for 
a winter break filled with 
skiing, laser tag, ice skating, 
eating and overall bonding 
shared with a variety of 
other Fairfax County Public 
Schools.

Chaperones monitored 
the group thrice daily at 
check-in times when they 
congregated. 

The participants had 
to say their names so the 
c h a p -

erones would know they 
were okay, but Ristic said 
they still had freedom that 
many other school trips 
lack. 

“ W e 
w e r e n ’ t 
alone, but 
[the chaper-
ones] didn’t 
babysit us,” Ris-
tic said. “We got 
our food when-
ever we wanted 
to, and it was 
fun. It wasn’t 
as though 
we felt 
w e 
didn’t 
h a v e 
f r e e -
d o m . 
W e 

could stay out as late as we 
wanted.”

While in Mont-Trem-
blant, there were a variety 
of activities to enjoy. 

But senior Damir Hrn-
jez said the trip was pri-
marily about getting to 

ski and snowboard 
on some of the 

best moun-
tains. 

O n 
the bus 
trip to 
Canada, 
s t u -
d e n t s 
f r o m 

d i f f e r -
ent schools 

began as 
strangers for 

the most part, 
but soon the par-
ticipants from oth-
er schools started 
to mingle.

“I definite-
ly liked in the 

b e -

ginning [while] on the way 
to Canada, we didn’t really 
know anyone on the bus ex-
cept our friends, but in the 
end everyone was talking 
and switching seats to hang 
out,” Ristic said. 

Ristic said the trip 
brought peers closer, de-
spite being from different 
schools.

“I met kids from Cen-
treville, South Lakes and 
Madison,” Ristic said. 

Not only did the pro-
gram bring new peers clos-
er together, Ristic felt closer 
to her peers from Marshall. 

“It was also fun be-
cause [my] room was with 
Marshall girls, and I got 
closer to some of the girls 
who go to Marshall which 
was nice.”

Ristic recommended 
the experience and encour-
ages even more students to 
attend next year.

“I highly recommend 
it,” Ristic said. 

COURTESY OF HELENA RISTIC
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Carlson pursues passion for photography

STEM club grows girls’ interest in science and tech fields
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ANNA CARLSON

Uher poses for a photo that Anna Carl-
son took. One of the first clients of her 
business, Uher has helped Carlson in the 
process of her business by modeling for 
multiple photoshoots.

by olive hsu &                                                   
owen maguire

Marshall Women in STEM is a club 
that juniors Emaan Khan and Ma-

heen Saeed recently created. The club 
aims to encourage female participation in 
the science field, along with the technolo-
gy, engineering and math fields. The club, 
in its first year, plans to help integrate 
girls into STEM studies. STEM is a central 
aspect of many rising industries, but lacks 
women.

Khan and Saeed said they were fed 
up with the overabundance of boys in the 
field and wanted to show their peers that 
girls should pursue careers in STEM as 
well.

“I started it because we need more 
women in the STEM field,” Khan said. “We 
are the future; technology is never going 
to stop growing.”

Saeed said she felt similarly when 
starting the club. 

“I feel like many girls aren’t encour-
aged to go into STEM directed fields or 
don’t know about opportunities that are 

offered,” Saeed said.
Khan  said they are looking 

to change the way people 
think about women in 
STEM based fields. 

“I want girls 
to understand 
that STEM 
is not just 
sitting in 
front of 
a com-
p u t e r 
or just 
coding,” 
K h a n 
said. 

They 
also want 
to devel-
op members 
into individuals 
who have a deep 
knowledge of the 
field and can use their 
knowledge in real life situa-
tions.

“We need a new demographic of 
workers in the workforce,” Khan 

said. “I want this club to 
provide members a 

proper understand-
ing of what ca-

reers involve 
STEM and 

show them 
that it’s 
not just 
sitting in 
front of a 
comput-
er or just 
coding.”

Saeed 
said she 

was shocked 
to find that 

people seemed 
passionate about 

the club. 
“It’s surprising to 

know that a lot of girls have found 
out about the club from word of mouth 

and personally ask questions regarding 
the club,” Saeed said.

Although they have only been a part 
of the school for a month,  Saeed and Khan 
said they feel hopeful about the possible 
turnout for the club in the near future.

 “Right now we have all the materials 
and the presentations necessary to have 
our first meeting and we are preparing 
for our next,” Khan said.

English teacher Brenna Killeen has 
overseen the process of the club’s initia-
tion. 

Saeed and Khan said they are grateful 
for her commitment to the club, and the 
assistance they’ve recieved from her.

“Our sponsor is really supportive of 
our recruitment of girls into the club,” 
Saeed said. “She understands the struggle 
of girls trying to achieve and advance in 
STEM fields.” 

The club’s first meeting will be in the 
first week of February. They will meet 
once or more every month to allow mem-
bers to learn more about the fields of sci-
ence and technology through discussions, 
projects and guest speakers.

Monday
As an avid phone user, it felt weird not being 
able to use my phone in school. Normally 
when I’m bored I just go through Twitter or 
even watch a video on Youtube to pass the 
time, but without an escape from the school 
environment, I felt a little lost. Walking 
through the halls between classes without my 
headphones in just didn’t feel right. However, 
I did notice that I was paying more attention 
in class. A few things did bother me though, 
especially since I would constantly take my 
phone out of my pocket to then remember I 
couldn’t use it. But with my phone out of the 
way, the constant notifications from my phone 
no longer burdened me. I could finally actual-
ly learn and not goof off in class. 

Wednesday
Halfway through the week, I finally got used to not having 
my phone on me at all. The presence of my phone just 
became something I didn’t really care about. The constant 
nagging of notifications just seemed to disappear and I 
was more free from social media, which had previously 
kept me distracted from the work I needed to be doing. 
The absence of music while walking through the halls was 
still a bit of a pain, since I would usually always have my 

No phone? No problem
by johann young

In One Week is a feature where one or 
more staff members take on a new habit for 
a week. In this IOW, a staffer avoids using 
their cell phone at school for a week

Thursday
What I originally saw as a burden in my routine had 
now became something I was okay with doing. Previ-
ously, I would leave my phone on and just leave it in my 
pocket but now I decided to turn it off and forget about 
it. I even began to follow through with this habit after 
school, where I’m normally absorbed into my phone for 

Friday
While I was excited for the final day of this experience, 
I also felt like it didn’t have to end here, and that I could 
continue not to use my phone. I’ve managed to avoid 
my phone as a necessity and I want keep it that way. 
The connection was draining, not only academically but 
also mentally. The freedom from that chain has allowed 
me to become more focused on my tasks and to avoid 
any possible distractions from what is truly important 

Tuesday
My second day away from my phone turned out to be a 
little more mind numbing, but at the same time, helpful. 
Even though I wouldn’t be using my phone at all, I still 
decided to bring it. I don’t know my exact reason for 
bringing it, but each time I took my phone out, I real-
ized how much I rely on it to pass the time. This helped 
me to see how much of a parasite it had become in my 
life and so I decided to throw it into my bag and not 
touch it. This helped me be able to focus my attention 
on my class work better. At one point, I was tempted 
to turn my phone on to show someone a picture but I 
decided not to for the sake of my experiment.

50%
of teens 
feel they are 
addicted to 
their phones

SOURCE: COMMON SENSE MEDIA

by aparna mathew  
& milad salangi

Senior Anna Carlson uses 
photography as a means 

to portray her artistic vision.  
  Carlson initially began pur-
suing a passion for photogra-
phy at her previous school, 
Grace International School 
in Thailand, because she said 
everyone was art-oriented 
and she felt the need to jump 
on the bandwagon.   
     However, over her past 
three years as a photogra-
pher, she said she has come 
to love it, which is why she 
now specializes specifically 
in portrait photography.

In order to initiate her 
business, she had to get a lot 
of practice with the camera 
while making a name for her-
self. 

“[Prior to beginning my 
business] I tried to get a lot 

of practice and free sessions 
under my belt,” Carlson said. 
“I then created an Instagram 
account and website, posting 
ads and photos anywhere I 
could. Clients usually DM me 
on Instagram.”

Carlson said she  focus-
es on portrait photography 
because she enjoys the ex-
perience of holding power to 
portray other people.

“I think that working 
with different people gives 
me the opportunity to cap-
ture them the way they want 
to be portrayed,” Carlson 
said. “Even though they are 
vulnerable, they are trusting 
me with that power.” 

Over the years, Carlson 
has done photoshoots with a 
number of people, but one of 
the first people she worked 
with was senior Marin Uher. 

“I thought I would feel 
kind of awkward when she 

was taking the pictures, but it 
is actually very laid back and 
we always have a lot of fun,” 
Uher said. 

Uher has even played a 
role in helping Carlson run 
her business.                                                   

“We normally brain-
storm some theme ideas for 
each photoshoot and then 
we each come up with some 
suggestions of places that 
might be a cool setting to fit 
the theme,” Uher said.

Carlson said when tak-
ing photos, it is important to 
create a comforting environ-
ment for the subject. 

“When you’re taking 
photos of a person, you have 
to make them feel comfort-
able,” Carlson said. “Being a 
girl, knowing when they feel 
vulnerable in front of a cam-
era,  they give me the privi-
lege to capture them in the 
way they want to be seen.

Carlson said, in addition 
to some more serious pho-
toshoots, she has a lot of fun 
photographing the people for 
her photoshoots.  

She said the most excit-
ing moment of her phtoog-
raphy was when she and a 
client almost burned them-
selves once during a Fourth 
of July photoshoot. 

“So one time, I wanted to 
do this Fourth of July shoot 
so we got sparklers, “Carl-
son said. “Then we almost 
burned ourselves trying to 
take a picture with them, It 
was so funny.”

While Carlson does not 
plan on studying photogra-
phy in college, she said she 
hopes to possibly take some 
college classes on it, or to do 
side jobs in it.               
 Interested people can con-
tact Carlson through her so-
cial media. 
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Pinguini takes up residence in the library
by sanchir kennedy                          
& jackson coerr

There is a new addition to the staff 
of the library, but this one can not 

help you check out a book, answer 
questions or even talk.

The librarians instituted this  in 
an effort to promote a stress-free en-
vironment.

“Pinguini” is seven feet tall and 
lives in the front portion of the library.  

While the penguin contributes lit-
tle to the library, the librarians intend-
ed for it’s presence to help students 
relax during the day.

Similarly to the goals of the student 
services and the librarian staff, the SGA 
implements a “stress-free week” once 
every year, where activities range from 
participating in mindfulness to petting 
dogs to ease school related stress. 

The staff members have initiated 
similar approaches with the addition 
of the snowman and the penguin.  

Only having been in the library 
for a couple of months, the penguin 

has already received a warm reception 
from the students.

“The first two days were the most 
fun to watch people walk in and gasp,” 
librarian Krissy Ronan said. 

The idea for a library-dwelling an-
imal arose after a similar snowman oc-
cupied student services and later, the 
library, during the holiday season.  

When the snowman returned 
home, across the school, the librarians 
wanted a replacement with a literary 
twist. 

“We had the student services 
snowman in here for an hour one 
morning, and it was a lot of fun to see 
students be excited to see it, and we 
enjoyed having it, so we got something 
to use that we thought would do the 
same thing,” Ronan said.

The penguin has solicited a posi-
tive reaction from the student body.

“It’s gorgeous,” sophomore Made-
line Ice said. “We were trying to get 
permission to crawl inside of it to hide 
during classes.”

Throughout the day, students use 

the penguin as a prop, either to take 
pictures with or to go up and hug him. 

Although the penguin does not 
speak, sophomore Jospeh Kwartin said 
he feels an attachment to Pinguini and 
appreciate his presence in the library.

“In the last few weeks of the se-
mester, school gets pretty stressful on 
top of other things, so it’s nice to have a 
presence like Pinguini around in these 
type of situations,” Kwartin said.

Throughout the day, students 
gravitate towards the penguin to pose 
for photographs  

Although it is not clear how long 
Pinguini will remain in the front por-
tion of the library, the penguin has 
even gotten a name tag taped on him.

Students, teachers and members 
of the administration admire the pen-
guin for its appearance and ability to 
make everyone smile upon their arriv-
al in the space.

“We got a penguin with glasses,” 
Ronan said. “Obviously, in the library, 
we need something fun and a little 
nerdy.” 

Pinguini is located at the front portion of the 
library near the front desk. The name tag ap-
peared on Pinguini after Ronan issued a survey 
school-wide for students to share input about 
which names they would like for the Penguin. 
After considering the most popular choices, the 
librarians issued another survey to students. 
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by julien devlin

The national organization “Kids 
Are Scientists Too” has influ-

enced senior Alec Yip to base  a club 
around it. As club president, Yip 
said he created the group to spread 
their love of the subject.         
  “Since I am very interested in sci-
ence, I thought it would be cool to 
start this club at Marshall,” Yip said.   
    KAST’s purpose is to work with 
elementary schools to to introduce 
students to new science concepts.     
   “KAST is an organization dedicat-
ed to spreading science among the 
younger generation,” Yip said. 

Chemistry teacher and club 
sponsor Jeremy Wade said he ap-
preciates the idea behind KAST and 
is glad it was brought to life.

“The concept behind the club is 
that students from Marshall would 
do demonstrations to show off cool 

aspects of science to inspire others 
to be involved in STEM programs,” 
Wade said.

To do this, KAST members 
first hold meetings to discuss their 
planned activities, sharing ideas be-
fore departing to local elementary 
schools to put the plan into action. 

“We perform cool, hands-on ex-
periments that range from circuits 
to forces to spread science among 
the younger generations,” Yip said.

Yip said creating the club took 
a lot of effort, but the payoff was 
giving kids a new avenue to explore 
science.

“The process of creating the 
club was a lot of paperwork and 
writing,” Yip said. “But it’s all worth 
it when we go to schools and teach 
science.”

The executive board consists of 
seniors Alec Yip, Darren Miralles, 
Ahmad Shalabi and Andy Athawale. 

Similarly to Yip, the board members 
said they decided to take initiative 
in the club to form lessons that 
would engage a young audience. 
Additionally, the board members 
said they strive to teach children 
with hands-on demonstrations 
rather than lectures.

“I think that elementary school 
students learn very well through 
real life demonstrations and not 
just classwork,” Athawale said. 

Club members are also able to 
receive IB CAS and volunteer hours, 
which Athawale said serves as an  
incentive for  people to join the club. 

“Science builds an import-
ant academic foundation for kids,” 
Athawale said. 

Athawale said science builds an 
important academic foundation for 
kids.

“They are challenged to think 
creatively, instead of memorizing 

information for 
a single test,” 
Athawale said.

I n te re s te d 
members can 
sign up for the 
club through 
a Google 
form Yip 
created. 

KAST encourages child participation in science

54%        of children
are more interested 
in computer science
while the 
other           are 
more interested in 
arts and additional 
subjects. 

46%

                                                             SOURCE: CODE.ORG 
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The movement of the New Journalist was 
perhaps the defining socio-political 

movement of the cultural reformation that 
swept the United States through the 1960’s 
and beyond. Hunter S. Thompson, the god-
father of Gonzo-ism, described the death 
of Objective Journalism and its relation to 
President Nixon as the need to “get Subjec-
tive to see Nixon clearly, [...] and the shock 
of recognition was often painful.”

It is only fitting then that now, half a 
century of political strife later, we arrive 
at another crossroads, questioning of the 
purpose of the journalist once 
again. The Capital J Journalists — 
Thompson, Mailer, Wolfe — made 
the story as much about the pro-
cess as the outcome. President 
Trump, in his persistent railing 
against the media conglomerates 
that allegedly perpetuate “Fake 
News,” is himself the story; this 
time, however, it arises as a 
result of the man himself, 
and requires no artifici-
ality on the part of the 
press. 

It is the un-
comfortable truth 
that our current 
Presidency is to-
tally unlike any in 
our history. Other 
Presidents existed 
as separate entities 
from the actions and policies of their ad-
ministrations; now, to refer to Trump is to 
refer to the administration as a whole. 

For those that find the President mor-
ally reprehensible, the Oval Office is tar-
nished simply by his occupying it; for oth-
ers, the integrity of the most powerful seat 
in the world remains unimpeachable even 
through the myriad of chaotic reports ema-
nating from 1600 Pennsylvania.

They were a group of disillusioned New 
Age journalists, recognizing that the federal 
government routinely misled its constitu-
ents about everything from taxes to Viet-
nam. The gaggle in the early sixties may as 
well have been reporting from the Kennedy 
estate in Massachusetts, so complicit they 
were in protecting the administration of 
young Jack. 

Now, the press faces the opposite is-
sue: they are lambasted from every side, 

enemies of all and friends of none. The 
President routinely attacks individual jour-
nalists and organizations on a regular and 
personal basis; the press responds in kind, 
and much of the American people as a gen-
eral group have totally lost faith in the ne-
cessity, integrity and legitimacy of the press 
corps. 

This disillusionment with regards to the 
press has resulted in a disconnect between 
the people and their government. Obfus-
cated by the bluster and vitriol permeating 
the Inner Beltway is an administration that 
is running a fairly neutral course. Remove 
Twitter from this Presidency, remove the 
unthinking statements, and the 45th Pres-
ident and his administration have done an 
adequate job of actually running the coun-
try. They passed major legislation in the 
tax reform bill, albeit a year into their ten-
ure. They appointed a Supreme Court Jus-
tice. They removed America from a deeply 
flawed Trans-Pacific Partnership. They 
have cut through the regulatory maelstrom 
of the past progressive administration. 

This is not to suggest that the current 
administration has been a success. Trump 
— as ostensibly Republican as he may be — 
has set the aims of the GOP back decades. 

While being under federal investigation 
may be as American as apple pie, it is cer-
tainly not indicative of spectacular qual-
ity on the part of the White House in any 
stretch of the foreseeable future. 

One of the great tragedies of our new 
millennium is that Hunter himself was not 
around to see the advent of the Trump era. 
His diatribes against Nixon, Agnew, and 
their ilk are the stuff of legend, and the Gon-
zo guru inspired a generation of irreverent 
journalists looking to be the new critics of 
the vaunted American Dream. One can only 
imagine what he would have had to say 
about Donald. 

However, we are not the contemporar-
ies of Hunter and his peers. The reach of a 
high school monthly does not extend quite 
as far as that of Wenner’s Rolling Stone, 
which for a time was the be-all, end-all of 
political commentary. As the journalism 
world shifts towards online content, the 

periodicals of presidencies past have 
been severely diminished in terms of 
cultural impact. Astute, eviscerating 
criticisms of President Trump are 
published every day online, and 

are accessible within seconds; the 
previous analytical realm of the 
intellectual elite has become the 

media of the masses. This also 
means that “Fake News,” as ma-
ligned as the phrase may be, is 
a real concern, and indicative 
of the extreme polarization that 

has characterized the past year and change. 
The argument about the proper re-

course for the current presidency has been 
hotly debated. Republicans in a stagnated 
Congress have spoken with much ardor but 
minimal action, and holy-rolling Democrats 
have grandstanded and campaigned far 
more than they have introduced and pur-
sued avenues of redemption for their base. 
Disingenuity in Washington persists, and 
the people’s disgust with that fact seems to 
have little effect on the status quo. 

Ultimately, it is difficult to separate 
Trump the President from Trump the 
punchline, and harder still to distinguish 
between both of these and the govern-
ment as a complete entity. Governance is 
derived from the people, who have made 
their voices heard. If nothing else, this can 
be President Trump’s legacy. Hunter would 
be proud.
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Trump’s first year leaves much to be desired

Often, a subsitute 
teacher appearing in 

place of a normal teach-
er is a relief for students, 
but it is not always in 
their best interest.    

The major flaw in 
the substitute teach-
er system is the lack of 
organization based on 
subject. Oftentimes, a 
substitute teacher will 
have to lead a class with 
curriculum in an entire-
ly different subject from 
what they are personally 
proficient in. When sub-
stitutes replace a teacher 
for only a day, the loss of 
a single class may not af-
fect a student too much, 
but there are other 

instances where a teach-
er may be gone for an ex-
tended period of time. In 
such instances, students’ 
future performance may 
suffer as a result of not 
getting the basic knowl-
edge mastery.

 When learning from 
a substitute, students of-
ten take advantage of the 
adult in the room. It is 
very easy for students to 
be unproductive during 
class when a different 
teacher is present. 

When teachers 
leave for long periods of 
time, substitute teach-
ers receive a lesson plan 
that usually contains 
the shallow, bare bones 

curriculum.  This sys-
tem is inefficient since 
the students then need 
to go further in depth 
into the curriculum in-
dependently.  This form 
of teaching may be inef-
fective to students who 
have a hard time learn-
ing without a teacher 
giving the information 
in a variety of diverse 
methods, and those stu-
dents may receive lower 
grades overall. Essential-
ly, some students need  
teachers to break down 
the curriculum further 
than substitutes are ca-
pable of.

It would be ad-
vantageous for the 

administration to either 
prioritize skilled sub-
stitutes with consider-
able prior experience or 
revamp the substitute 

assignment system. Until 
then, classes with a sub-
stitute teacher for the 
day are a wasted hour-
and-a-half.

Substitutes’ inexperience diminishes curriculum
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Are substitutes efficient?

yes no
24% 76%

SOURCE: TWITTER POLL 
OF 103 STUDENTS
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I really like photography be-
cause I like art, but I am a 

horrible artist. But in all hon-
esty, I think photography al-
lows people to express them-
selves in a unique way.

Many people think it is 
just clicking a button and it is 
easy, but what makes a good 
photo is the thought process 
behind it. The angles, the color, 
and facial expressions are all 
important things for a photo-
graph. 

What differentiates a good 
photo is the emotion it con-
veys. Photographs are sup-
posed to evoke feelings inside 
you; a good photo makes you 
question previous beliefs, 
view something in a new way 
or show you a story. It takes a 
lot of skill for a photographer 
or any artist to accomplish 
that, but when they do you can 
tell and the effect is marvelous.

Send signed letters to room D211. 
Letters can also be submitted 
to letters@gcmnews.net. Letters 
will be published at the editors’ 
discretion. Letters do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of 
the paper. 

Thomas Rothman
JuniorCongratulations to boys 

varsity basketball for a hard 
fought win over Edison. 
Well done! #marshallpride

@GCMprincipal
Jeffrey Litz

   Principal

So glad @MarshallMob was in the 
house tonight at Edison! Great 
cheering, great enthusiasm and a 
great half court shot at halftime!!! 
Well done! #marshallpride

@EHS_hypesquad
Hold that L

@brendand464
   Senior

   Brendan Dudding

Photography 
allows for different 
form of expression

by rose taury & hannah levitan

Debate over which Marshall symbol bet-
ter serves as the school spirit representative, 
the Statesman or the Griffin, has surged in ad-
vance of the upcoming graduation of the class 
of 2018.

Before the 1980’s, Marshall did not have 
a mascot, but the school employed the States-
man nickname at musical and sporting events 
in order to represent the school’s teams. In 
the mid 80’s, Marshall administration began 
to incorporate the lion as a mascot at football 
games and other events. This change was 
mainly because the lion was on the family 
crest of General George C. Marshall. 

Over the last 30 years, the school made 
the shift to establishing the Griffin as 
a universally accepted mascot while 
taking into account that the nick-
name remained the Statesman. In 

fact, it makes sense to have 
a mascot that is identi-

fiable and a nickname 
that honors the school 
name.  

The Griffin mascot in-
creases spirit, boosts en-
thusiasm at all Marshall 

sports events, and serves as a 
small part of the Marshall family 

crest. Without the Griffin, Marshall would 
not have a mascot to represent the school at 
games. The Griffin mascot is the best way of 
representing school spirit, especially at foot-

ball games. Marshall needs a strong 
way to show team spirit, and the 
Griffin serves this exact purpose.   

At the same time, the Statesman rep-
resents patriotism and respect for those that 

fought for our freedom and right to exercise 
these values. Especially given the namesake 
of the school, it would be difficult to rational-
ize eliminating the Statesman as the school 
nickname. 

The Statesman better illustrates the Mar-
shall spirit and reflects the values that George 
C. Marshall represented as Secretary of State. 
Since Marshall associates with the Griffin 
mascot, changing it officially would rebrand 
the school after years of asssociation with the 
Marshall-esque values and name. 

Taking into account that Marshall associ-
ates with the Statesman moniker, the Griffin 
mascot sometimes causes unnecessary con-
fusion. However, it is still a near-necessity 
to have some sort of spirit representative at 
events like games and pep rallies.

Given that General George C. Marshall is 
the face of patriotism as former Secretary of 
State, this school strives to embody the prin-
ciples of Marshall’s work as a representative 
of the United States. It serves as a symbol of 
American values, but also embodies the same 
ideologies as high schools around the coun-
try. Although this representation of Marshall 
is confusing, these two symbols strengthen 
our sense of school spirit. The dual mas-
cot  -nickname system is too ubiquitous to 
Marshall’s identity to abandon at this point. 
We should remain with our current system, 
and take pride in our school’s traditional and 
earnest values. 

Debate continues over virtue of dual mascots

73%
Statesmen

27%
Griffins
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JUNIORS!
Are you ready for the SAT on May 5?

Don’t wait to prepare!  Get ahead!

Registration: Opens January 16 & will be sold out by February 1
Course: Begins in mid-February

We also have amazing tutors for individual course needs!
Math giving you trouble?  History dates all in a jumble?

Email our Client Services Director for help!
Wendy@MindworksEducation.com

Educational Services 703-250-6882
www.MindworksEducation.com
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by kate carniol                                                                                                                                          
& rohan jain

Sophomore Ka-
ra-Dove Mutom-

bo experiences the 
world of fashion by 
modeling and doing 
photoshoots in New 
York. 

“I was 14 and an 
agent contacted my 
mom and invited me 
to come in and do 
a photoshoot,” Mu-
tombo said. “I liked 
it and [I] haven’t 
stopped since.”

Mutombo said 
she started model-
ing because it of-
fered a different ex-
perience.

“Modeling was 
something new to 
do,” Mutombo said. 
“I was interested 
and it was mostly 
out of curiosity that 
I stuck with it. I liked 
that I could get pic-
tures, go to places 
and meet people.”

Mutombo said she en-
joys modeling for boutiques 
because the clothing is high 
fashion, and she wants to 
help support the designers. 

“I personally like high 
fashion more,” Mutombo 
said. “These boutiques fea-
ture designers who are in 
the high fashion world and 
are trying to get known. 
They are real designers who 
put a lot of effort into their 
designs. I want to be able to 
help them get their things 
known.” 

Mutombo said that mod-
eling has taught her to be 
more self-assured.

“Because of modeling 
I’ve been more confident,” 
Mutombo said. “I feel like 
I’ve become a different per-
son because of modeling. I 
don’t know who I would be 
without it. It helped me ex-
pand myself.”

For Mutombo, main-
stream media and social 
platforms overshadow the 
work put into modeling with 
negative suggestions about 
the industry. 

“There’s so many nega-
tive views of modeling, but 
there’s also positive,” Mu-
tombo said. “People don’t 
know there’s a whole world 
to modeling. They think 
women are beautiful, but 
starving and insecure. But 
there’s so much work. You 
don’t just show up. You have 
to go to castings, fittings and 
meet so many people.” 

According to Mutombo, 
modeling is more than the 
luxurious lifestyle people of-
ten associate it with. 

“[People] think of the 
photos, and they think it’s 
so glamorous, but there’s so 
much time that has to be put 
into each individual thing,” 
Mutombo said. “It’s stressful 
because their entire career is 
based on how they look.” 

Mutombo said she fo-
cuses on runway modeling 
because it mixes her interest 
of high fashion with her tall 
physique.

“I prefer runway model-
ing the most,” Mutombo said. 
“I’m not closed off to others, 
but with runway modeling 

it’s more of a high fashion 
thing. I think it’s more seri-
ous. It’s not really for mon-
ey. I’m a tall person and not 
many people can do runway 
modeling, so in a way I’m 
special and I like that.”

A l t h o u g h p r e s s u r e s 
come with modeling, Mu-
tombo said she chooses to 
work on her skills and men-
tal strength. 

“[After a bad photo-
shoot] I would go to my mir-
ror and practice poses, but I 
made sure to never do any-
thing dangerous,” Mutombo 
said. “I learned to be confi-
dent in who I am. It’s easy to 
get soaked up in it. Of course, 
there are girls who are bet-
ter, prettier and taller but 
you just can’t let that get to 
you.”

Mutombo said she is 
aware of the criticism that-
comes her way because of 
modeling, but she opts to ig-
nore the negativity.

“Modeling isn’t a big 
deal, and that’s okay because 
I’m always going to do what 
I want to do,” Mutombo said.

Mutombo redefines modeling stereotypes

by julia kun                                                                                                                           
& sara alassaf

Junior Danielle Brog is currently cre-
ating a hand-drawn animated short sto-
ry in her IB Visual Arts class. This story 
is her second hand-drawn project, and 
although she has been working on it at 
school and at home since the beginning of 
the school year, Brog said this particular 
type of animation is labor-intensive work. 

“Last year I made a little two minute 
movie because it takes forever to ani-
mate,” Brog said. “It takes 40 frames of 
animation for each second.”

Brog said hand-drawn animation, as 
opposed to digital animation, equates to 
drawing each second of animation on a 
piece of paper.

“Each second is broken up into 25 
to 40 different frames, and hand-drawn 
onto a piece of translucent paper,” Brog 
said. “Then I lay it all over a background, 
and I take a picture of each frame. After 
that, I just put it all together on a program 
as opposed to digital art, which would be 

made using a  digital program.” 
Although Brog is currently working 

on original content, she derives inspira-
tion from other existing animators and 
animated series. 

“I really like animation that you can 
hold and see, like puppets and clayma-
tion such as The Dark Crystal or he Lab-
yrinth,” Brog said. “There’s a guy named 
James Jean who’s a really huge inspiration 
for me, and his sketchwork is absolutely 
amazing,” Brog said.

While traditional artists inspire 
Brog’s work, she said that social media 
impacts her ideas as well.

“Soeymilk is another Instagram artist 
that I draw inspiration from who isn’t as 
hugely popular as more classical artists,” 
Brog said. “I like them a lot because they 
create a really cozy scene in their work.”

Most of Brog’s projects so far have 
been about childhood and nostalgia, and 
these concepts have flowed into her cur-
rent story as well.

“The one I’m currently working on is 
about a brother and a sister going into the 

forest and having a life-altering experi-
ence,” Brog said. “It’s supposed to be very 
fantastical.”

Brog gains the knowledge and skill 
needed for animating by observing other 
animation artists at work. She also incor-
porates techniques that she learns from 
her art classes into her personal anima-
tion projects.

“I get my ideas by seeing the anima-
tion first and then applying a story to it,” 
Brog said. “I always see the visuals first 
because that’s just how my brain works.” 

Brog said that she is only focusing on 
her current project for now, but that she 
hopes to pursue a career in animation be-
yond high school. 

“Each animation I work on needs my 
complete devoted attention,” Brog said. 
“However, I will definitely have a new 
idea after this project, because I want to 
pursue this.”

Brog said creating animation ap-
pealed to her specific art style.

“You’re creating moving people from 
scratch,” Brog said. “I think that’s cool.”

Brog designed a cover poster for her 
latest visual art project, an animated 
short story.
“If you ever want to grow artistically, then 
you’ll have to be in a constant state of 
dissastiaction with your work,” Brog said.

Brog hand-draws animated short story

by mary trivisonno                                                                                                                  
& nikita athawale

Senior and Book Club pres-
ident Emma Choi made ef-

forts to shift people’s idea of 
what Book Club can be, which 
spurred an increase in both 
popularity and membership of 
the club. 

Choi accredited the club’s 
increase in popularity to her 
efforts to erase the common ste-
reotype from the club’s surface.

“I think people had this 
perception that [Book Club] is 
‘nerdy,’ or, ‘not cool,’” Choi said. 
“So this year, I marketed us as the 
most punk rock club at school.”

Choi said the Book Club was 
able to complete its change in 
profile because of her attempts 

to promote the club with a more 
confident attitude.

“We just adopted a general 
attitude of irrational confidence,” 
Choi said. “Also, chocolate cook-
ies.”

Senior Noah Daniel said the 
unconventional attitude has had 
an impact on the attendance of 
the club. 

“The punk rock attitude has 
definitely made a difference,” 
Daniel said. “Emma has imple-
mented a strict alternative dress 
code for some of the meetings[…] 
and Emma’s aggressive market-
ing has an emphasis on less read-
ing and more eating, and that has 
really increased attendance.”

According to Choi, the un-
common perspective of this 
club comes from their reading 

choices, specifically their initial 
selection.

“Our first book is James Bald-
win’s Notes of Native Son which 
is hallmarked as one of the key 
pieces of modern black litera-
ture,” Choi said. “We all have this  
attitude, especially since we’re 
reading James Baldwin, who’s 
like, the most punk rock person 
ever.”

English teacher and Book 
Club sponsor James Macindoe 
said the most important thing is 
support between members.

“We need to make sure we’re 
supporting one another as we 
read and then showing up. That’s 
true for a lot of things, but espe-
cially this: in order to be a part of 
it, you have to show up,” Macin-
doe said.

Book Club revamp spurs popularity

Senior Sarah Rayburn and Book Club sponsor and English teacher 
James Macindoe meet with the Book Club to discuss their first 
read, Notes of a Native Son by James Baldwin.
“Being a member of the Book Club is pretty simple: it means that 
you are willing to read something on your own and then come and 
dicuss it in a collegiate atmosphere [...] We just sit in a circle and 
talk about whatever text is on tap,” Macindoe said.

COURTESY OF DANIELLE BROG.

CHRISTIE SMUDDE/ RANK & FILE
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Mutombo 
models clothing 
from the BATAX 
collections. 
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sportsbriefs

by kate carniol,
ben harper
& aamir qureshi

     The Philadelphia Eagles and New En-
gland Patriots will face off at Super Bowl LII 
on Feb. 4. The two teams played each other 
in the championship in 2004, which resulted 
in a 24-21 Patriots victory. 
     “The Patriots are the best dynasty in 
the league,” freshman Shaurya Bedi said. 
“They’re the best in any sport.”
     Senior Roshana G-mariam said the game 
can be dull because the Patriots are in their 
eighth Super Bowl in the past 16 years.
     “The Patriots have had their time in the 
limelight,” G-mariam said. “I’m ready for 
someone to dethrone them. It’s boring when 
the same team is playing in the Super Bowl 
every year.” 
     For sophomore Britnee Venard, the Super 
Bowl will be a chance for the Eagles to 
showcase their improvement from the begin-
ning of the season.
     “I’ve been watching them all season, 
every game they play,” Venard said. “To see 
them grow as a team and develop skills they 
were not good at and now are good at is 
fun to watch.”

Gymnastics hires Borello as new assistant 

GCM student media would like to thank all our patrons whose 
contributions have helped make the printing of this newspaper 
possible.

We appreciate their support and generosity.  
Rank & File depends financially on our patrons and subscribers. 
For more information about supporting our newspaper and 
receiving it through the mail, visit: www.gcmnews.net/subscribe.
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by ben harper                                                                                                                   
& aamir qureshi

Varsity cheer head coach Dom Borel-
lo is now joining the gymnastics 

team as assistant coach to varsity team 
head coach Christie McCormick.

Borello has been coaching cheer 
and gymnastics since 1999 and was 
able to lead the cheer team to their first 
conference championship. 

Director of student activities Joe 
Swarm said Borello’s past experience 
will help both programs.

“I think it’s amazing on several 
parts,” Swarm said. “I think his knowl-
edge of technique and his ability to 
work with the students is great.“

Borello said his experience in both 
sports helped his coaching skills.

“I actually started with gymnas-
tics,” Borello said. “I had a boys pro-
gram and I think that helped me out 
with cheer because it helped me learn 
how to deal with kids of all levels. It’s a 
good crossover.”

Borello said he decided to coach 
gymnastics because he wanted to con-
tinue to be a part of sports department.

“It’s fun to be a part of high school 
sports and cheer was over,” Borello 
said. “I wanted to be a part of some-
thing else.”

Swarm said the hiring of Borello 

will further accelerate both programs.
“I hope [Borello] further builds the 

cheerleading program and I hope that 
[he] continues to further grow the gym-
nastics program because of the student 
athletes being comfortable with being 
in both programs,” Swarm said.

Swarm said Borello has advanced 
the cheerleading program.

“[We have] been very fortunate to 
have him as our coach and he’s done a 

tremendous job,” Swarm said. “He has 
turned our cheerleading program com-
pletely around.”

Junior and gymnast Saba Ahmed 
said Borello’s advice is beneficial for 
the athletes.

“He is really helpful with vault and 
his tips help you improve a lot,” Ahmed 
said. “He’s supportive and gives good 
tips to help you improve or get new 
skills.”

by christi smudde                                                                                                                                          
& mia toser

Despite their inherent 
differences, swim & 

dive compete and practice 
together. The combined 
practices strengthen the 
bond between the teams.

“I really love the com-
munal environment and 
how the whole team is like 
one big family,” junior and 
swimmer Gabriela Staple-
ton said.

On Thursday nights, 
both teams have a pasta 
party before competing in 
meets the following day.

At meets, swim 

competes in 11 events for 
boys and an equal amount 
for girls, while dive com-
petes in only one event 
per gender. Because of this 
disparity, sophomore and 
diver Matthew Warren said 
the two teams should split.

“I think swim & dive 
should be separated be-
cause there are 24 events 
that go toward the final 
score, but dive counts for 
only two of those events 
which doesn’t impact the 
outcome,” Warren said. 

But not everyone in the 
program wants the teams 
to be seperate. Stapleton 
said the dive team earns 

valuable points to help the 
team.

“Our dive team is really 
good so they always get us 
extra points to help us win,” 
Stapleton said. 

Freshman and diver 
Teresa Capuano-Rizzo said 
the dive team does not con-
tribute much to the final 
score. 

“The whole dive team 
counts as two swim events 
so [dive] doesn’t give much 
to the total score of the 
meet,” Capuano-Rizzo said. 

Despite the differences 
between the teams, swim & 
dive continue to compete 
together.

Swim & dive: together but unequal

     Since the dance team does not fit the 
specific description for a sport or a club, 
members expressed the struggles they face 
with assimilating into the school. 
     Freshman and dancer Sophia Song said 
the lack of recognition has made it harder to 
gain funds for activities. 
     “We don’t get as many money funds for 
dance team because we aren’t considered a 
sport, and we don’t compete against other 
schools,” Song said.  
     As of now, the members must pay for ev-
erything out of pocket, which coach Maggie 
Foarde said is the reason they do not have 
uniforms. 
     “[Fundraising] can get complicated 
sometimes,” Foarde said. “We have to make 
sure anything we want to do doesn’t conflict 
with something the boosters already do, or 
with something another team or club already 
does.” 
     Despite their lack of a set niche, the team 
has made it to the Nationals level, and will 
be traveling to Orlando in February.
     “This is very exciting and demonstrates 
that we are serious as a team and want to 
participate on a larger level at Marshall,” 
senior and dance team captain Alex Schmid 
said. 

by sahar jiwani
& aqsa rashid

Dance team struggles to 
raise funds for season

Sophomore and diver Matthew 
Warren prepares his dive at the 
meet against Hayfield 
Secondary School on Jan. 19. 

KILEY MORIARTY/RANK&FILE

Eagles and Patriots face 
off in Super Bowl LII

The dance team showcases their halftime 
routine on Dec. 15 at the boys varsity 
basketball game against Falls Church High 
School. The dance team performs at most 
of the home varsity basketball games.

SAHAR JIWANI/RANK&FILE

Gymnastics assistant coach Dom Borello gives tips to senior and gymnast 
Brenda Henriquez for the vault at practice on Jan. 22.

BEN HARPER/RANK&FILE
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