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Letter from the Editor

The month of October said quite a bit about
the current dynamics between students, staff
and school. In times when controversy becomes
a focal point of school discussion, we want to
reaffirm our commitment to impartial, but also
complete, coverage. Our intent will always be to
inform our readership and tell stories affecting
Marshall through the voices of the most central
figures.

One of the things | am proud of with this
publication is the relationship we maintain with
both the school administration and student
body. Unfortunately, not every school can say

that, particularly with the increasing emphasis
on opinion and commentary in journalism. With-
out either of these key relationships, Rank&File
would not be possible.

Finally, this magazine exists as a public fo-
rum. If you feel that Rank&File's coverage of a
story overlooks or omits key perspectives, | want
to personally encourage you to reach out to us,
especially in the form of a letter to the editor.

Theo Schmidt
Editor-in-Chief
Rank&File
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Statesmen Theatre returns to auditorium

by melanie george

Despite date changes and
complications, the the-
ater program’s production
of “A Midsummer Night's
Dream” is underway.

A year away from the
physical stage still affects the
preparation for November’s
fall play, not only for the ac-
tors, but especially what goes
on behind the scenes.

“There have been many
changes while preparing for
the performance, but our di-
rectors, actors and tech crew
have been working very hard
to adapt,” senior and actress
Nina Southern said. “I think
we are all used to having ob-
stacles leading up to the show
after working on four virtual
performances our previous
year.”

Southern said perform-
ing in person has been a big
adjustment for many stu-
dents.

“Personally, 1 struggled
at first taking on a role that
requires a lot of stage combat
and memorization,” she said.
“After spending a year online
with little social interaction,
taking on scenes that re-
quired a lot of trust and com-
munication with my scene
partners was challenging.”

However, Southern said
directors have supported the
actors when adapting to the
change.

“I also have spent a lot
of time getting to know my
scene partners, and the trust
and friendship we have built
has made the work we put
into the show a lot more en-
joyable,” she said.

Initially, the theatre pro-
gram planned for the show to
take place in the senior court-
yard so that the actors did not
have to wear masks, but it
would have required building
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a whole stage outside.

“[We were going to] do it
outside until we realized that
with masks or not, we would
be able to perform better in-
side,” senior and stage man-
ager Sohani Agarwal said.

The change prompt-
ed the performance to be
pushed back two weeks, since
they now needed to reserve
the auditorium around choir,
band and orchestra concerts.
Even so, not all problems
were solved.

“It's been crazy coming
back to school after virtual
learning, and there’s so much
to catch up on,” lighting head
and senior Alex Thrasher
said. “With lights, it takes a
lot of practice: you can't get
enough training on the light-
ing board.”

With canceled shows two
years ago and virtual ones
last year, there was no need
for lighting skills in a virtual
setting.

“Traditionally, we have
a junior train a freshman to
take over because it allows
for two years of training and
then two years of running
things,” Thrasher said. “I am
currently a senior, and [ need
to impart all of my knowledge
in half that time.”

As the only veteran on

MELANIE GEORGE/RANK&FILE

Junior Anna Klimenko alters a costume in Tech Theatre.

the lighting team, Thrasher
said this year hasn’t been a
smooth ride.

“Teaching is incredible. It
is really hard doing it in such
a condensed amount of time,
but it really is a lot of fun,”
she said. “It’s especially fun
to teach something that I and
the person I'm teaching both
love.”

Costumes head and se-
nior Cassidy Dorman agreed
with Thrasher.

“It is difficult being the
only senior,” Dorman said. “I
have to be the leader most of
the time, which is not exactly
my favorite part. I love being
friends, not the boss.”

Despite the challenges,
Dorman said the community
is her favorite part of theater.

Agarwal agreed. “I feel
like theater is exactly where
I fit in,” she said. “The bonds
I have made with everyone
in the department make it all
the better. I love that am able
to be my most creative self in
that class.”

To share that sense of
community, Agarwal said she
always tries to get to know
anyone who's new to the the-
ater program.

“I ended up working with
a lot of people during produc-
tions, and I try to be as wel-
coming as I can,” she said.

With the rollercoaster of
changes in preparation for
this play, the theater program
is finally scheduled to per-
form from Nov. 11 through
Nov. 13.

MELANIE GEORGE/RANK&FILE

Crew members decorate the set for the fall play, which opens on Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m.
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Federal grant delivers help to students

by rhea newnaha and
Kkirtana sathishkumar

Pandemic-induced learning
gaps, particularly for vul-
nerable student populations,
have become an issue on the
radar of school administra-
tion.

In response, adminis-
trators plan to address the
concerns with a sum of mon-
ey from the federal govern-
ment. The Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency
Relief (ESSER) Fund is a fed-
eral grant to support schools
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Each school is creating a
plan to identify students who
may have fallen behind so
that we can work with them
and get them the support
they need to catch up,” as-
sistant principal Paula Meoli
said. “Money through the ES-
SER Grant is going to support
that.”

Principal Jefferey Litz
said teachers have been look-
ing at data from assessments
to identify the students with
academic gaps.

“You may have noticed,
if you're in Algebra 1, Geom-
etry or Algebra 2, that we've
been doing pre-assessments,’
Litz said. “We're going to do
those quarterly to see what
skills students remember and
which ones they didn’t, and
then try to fill those [gaps] as
we go.”

English department chair
Martha Noone said English
classes have employed the
same method.

“We have done different
diagnostics, and students
who are reading two grade
levels below their current
grade or who show weak-
nesses in basic composition
will have a range of different
supports provided to them,

depending upon their need,”
Noone said.

Litz said the stark differ-
ences between the rigor of
academic classes in 10th and
11th grade are leaving him
particularly concerned for ju-
niors since their sophomore
year was mostly virtual.

ESSER

students have been handling
the transition back to in-per-
son learning well.

“We might have some
students with deficits this
year because we weren't in
the building last year,” Wood
said, “but I feel like the stu-
dents are doing a great job at
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“Students who are reading two grade levels
below their current grade or who show
weaknesses in basic composition will have a
range of different supports provided to them,
depending upon their need.”

- English department chair Martha Noone

L

“Some students found
that they learn better [re-
motely], and then there are
students who did poorly in
terms of their own mental
health and in their ability to
organize themselves in a way
that perhaps teachers [could
have] helped them more with
in school,” Litz said.

Social Studies depart-
ment chair Dean Wood said

trying to fill in those gaps this
year.

Science department chair
Michael Osborn agreed.

“I think just having phys-
ical labs where we're actual-
ly able to manipulate things
physically has been a nice
push for kids this year,” Os-
born said.

Litz said he plans to use
Saturday school, after-school

sessions and even a tutoring
company to help some stu-
dents get back on track aca-
demically.

To address the so-
cial-emotional aspect of
school, Litz’s agenda includes
using the funding for adviso-
ry supplies, social events and
helping parents support their
children in school.

“We certainly have a pop-
ulation of parents who either
didn’t finish school, are afraid
to come into the school or
don’t know how to support
their kids in school,” Litz said.
“So we could potentially have
some parenting classes and
some family engagement op-
portunities to get more of our
families involved and know
what’s going on in school,
how they can support their
kids.”

Though the money from
the grant will be spent over
the course of the next few
years, Litz said Marshall
could start seeing the effects
of the ESSER Fund as soon as
the beginning of the second
semester.

5
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Sophia Welch: The road to singing, acting

by kirtana sathishkumar

((rTYhrough the air there’s a calling /

From far away / There’s a voice
I can hear / That will lead me home”—
these are sophomore Sophia Welch’s fa-
vorite lines from “The Road Home,” one
of the songs she sang at the first in-per-
son choir concert on Oct. 7.

“It felt really amazing to be back on
stage, singing for other people again,’
Welch said. “I had forgotten how much
excitement being on stage gives me.”

Welch said she loved her solo in the
concert for the song “The Road Home.”
For her, the song’s message was about
finding the way back together after the
pandemic.

“It felt really empowering to be able
to express [that] message,” Welch said. “I
remember all through the pandemic be-
ing told that the end is coming and we

will all be together again, and sometimes
[ felt that that may never happen. But
choir, and that promise of singing, really
became my voice in the dark.”

Y A

“I loved my solo so much. It's
really beautiful.”
- sophomore Sophia Welch

Y L L

Welch began taking voice lessons
at seven, but she had been singing for
her family even before that. Her fondest
memory of singing is her first voice re-
cital.

“I was eight and really nervous. All
[ remember was the applause that came
after I'd finished and the pride I had for
myself and what [ had accomplished,”
Welch said.

At the age of eight, Welch began

Junior featured in CNN article works
to curb artificial intelligence abuse

by marie kah

or the past three years, junior Adrian

Klaits has worked to make a positive
impact in his local community through
political activism, but now he is focused
on a different goal: fighting prejudice in
artificial intelligence.

Klaits’ work with the group Encode
Justice led him and the other leaders to
be featured in a CNN article detailing
their work.

“You know, most days you see your
news updates, but then seeing your
name and seeing your face, all your
friends’ faces and the cause that you've
been working for all these years getting
the coverage that it needs was extremely
heartwarming,” Klaits said. “I think that
it's an important step in the right direc-
tion for uplifting youth voices and the
artificial intelligence and human rights
movement.”

The group, which was founded in
2020, consists of around 250 members
and seeks to fight unethical artificial in-
telligence use.

6

“Encode Justice is a coalition of
youth activists fighting for human rights
and accountability, and justice under Al”
Klaits said. “The leader reached out to me
over social media and asked me to apply
to be to a lower position. [The position]
was super interesting and something I
thought was really important. Eventual-
ly as I got to know the leadership team, a
position opened up. I applied to be depu-
ty director of advocacy and later got pro-
moted to co-director of advocacy.”

Klaits said he hopes the publicity
from the CNN article leads Encode Jus-
tice into future success.

“It's changed a lot for our organiza-
tion,” he said. “We’ve gotten a lot more
coverage and a lot more attention from
experts in the field, which I think is going
to really aid our battle against AL”

In the future, Klaits is looking to pos-
sibly pursue a political career.

“In the future I'm going to see where
I can make the biggest difference,” Klaits
said. “In politics, I can make the biggest
impact on people’s lives in a positive

»

way.

acting, and today is in multiple theater
programs, including Statesmen The-
atre. She said musical theater initially
prompted her to try acting.

“It was a way for me to sing, which I
loved, so I started acting as well,” Welch
said.

Welch said both acting and singing
are personal to her.

“With singing, I can express myself
in ways I can’t in everyday life, [but] act-
ing is also very personal because when
you perform, you have to incorporate
pieces of yourself into the character and
how you interpret the text,” Welch said.
“But both singing and acting give me a
lot of excitement and I try my best to put
my full effort into both.”

For Welch, her next challenge will
be playing the character Peaseblossom
in Marshall Theatre’s November produc-
tion of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

PHOTO BY GULCHIN GULMAMADOVA

Junior Adrian Klaits prepares to attend
a bill signing ceremony in Richmond.
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Golf captain continues sports, music

by aitana wells

Growing up in Panama, ju-
nior Leo Perez chose his
path at an early age.

Alongside becoming a
golfer at age seven, Perez
added guitar to his list of tal-
ents.

“I lived in Panama for
around seven years.” Perez
said. “I was born in Venezue-
la, and we moved [to Panama]
when [ was about three,”.

As Perez grew up in a golf
centered society, it started to
become an integral part of his
life.

“[Golf] was really big in
Panama. Soccer and golf are
super competitive there,” Pe-
rez said. “I would always go
to other soccer events or golf
tournaments with my par-
ents.”

Golf wasn’t the only

influence he brought with
him.

“I started playing acous-
tic [guitar] in elementary
school back in Panama,” Pe-
rez said. “I took some lessons
with my friends. We’d stay
after school and play guitar.
I feel like that's the time I
stepped up to another level
and started playing a much
better guitar now that I had
an actual teacher”

After learning the acous-
tic guitar, Perez wanted a
more personal reason to play.
His love for rock music took
over.

“My dad used to play the
guitar all the time and I al-
ways picked it up with him
because we played classical
music all the time. But it got
to a point where I started get-
ting into rock music and jazz
to the point where I actually

got an electric guitar, and
I was able to play all those
songs.”

Though he spends his
free time playing guitar, he
takes golf more competitive-
ly. Perez said over the years,
he has become more serious
about his commitment to golf.

“For next year, 'm hoping
to compete at an even higher
level in hopes of playing in

college now that I set some
good scores during both dis-
tricts and regionals my junior
year,” Perez said.

Perez hopes to improve
his skills in the sport and
score even lower during his
senior year. He’s aiming to at-
tract attention from colleges
and he is excited to see where
his golf journey takes him in
the coming years.

COURTESY OF LEO PEREZ

Junior Leo Perez watches his shot after putting the ball.

November 13, 2021-May 21, 2022 | Saturdays, 10AM-12PM | Rehearsals at Arena Stage
REGISTER TODAY! 202-488-3300 | ARENASTAGE.ORG

e

the mead center
for american theater
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STEM Academy:

Marshall’'s Hidden Gem

compiled by reyna berry and melanie george

CULINARY ARTS

Culinary Arts class provides a crucial foundation for the food industry,
Chef Ciaran Devlin said. But you have to work for it.

“If you come here, I will teach you how to do really cool things, which MAIN GYM
will benefit you for the rest of your life,” Devlin said. 400

r-- - - - - - - — — — — — /7

| CULINARY ARTS ENTREPRENEURSHIP |
F105 M19, M22

| |
ARABIC CHINESE

| M20 M23 |

L - - - - - - - - - - - — — d
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Junior Nicole Moyano practices curling a mannequin’s hair in Cosmetology. In addition to polishing their makeup, hair
and nail skills, Cosmetology students learn about infection control and sanitation to set a foundation for work in salons.
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Automotive repair is a dying industry, Auto
Technology teacher Scott Reid said, but the Academy
is working to build it back up.

Reid said many older workers in the field are re-

—— COMPUTER TECH tiring, so space is left open for younger generations.
I 501 “It's a good industry to get into right now, be-
cause they need you,” Reid said. “And when someone
needs you, they’re gonna pay you more.”
ACADEMY OFFICE Additionally, Reid said, training in a trade doesn’t
500 require massive college debt like other professions.

“The beauty of being a ‘blue collar worker, for
lack of a better term, is that ... you learn a trade, you
master that trade, and you go out in the workforce

and immediately start making money,” he said.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Taking Criminal Justice 2 helped junior Ellen Shpetishvili
realize she wanted to become an intelligence officer.

“It has been one of the best decisions I've made in my
academic career;” Shpetishvili said. “[The class] introduced
me to law and it helped me develop my love for law.”

She said she hopes to be an agent with the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation or Central Intelligence Agency.

COMPUTER SYSTEMS

“The best way to learn Information Technology is hands-
on,” said Computer Systems Tech teacher Mark Nagurnery.

Nagurney said the Academy’s Information Technology
faculty agree that at least 50% of every class should be for a
lab, to better prepare students for their future careers.

“One of my jokes I tell the students -- it’s actually true,

though -- I say, the less I speak, the more they’re going to MELANIE GEORGE/RANK&FILE
learn,” he said. Auto Technology teacher Scott Reid said his students

work on donated cars to gain real world experience.

9
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Editorial: Faculty, students must work together
and communicate to ensure school year success

B etween conflicting spirit week sched-
ules and an uproar over changed
traditions, Homecoming Week escalated
into controversy that disrupted our com-
munity.

The poor discourse between admin-
istrative groups and students is all the
more frustrating because every person
involved has the same goal in mind: bring
together the community and increase
school spirit.

That goal is particularly important
this year because half the student body
had not attended in-person school at
Marshall going into this year, and the
things those students see early in the
year set a foundation for the rest of their
high school experience. Between old-
er students and longtime teachers, it is
often recognized that school spirit has
declined over the past five years, which
made getting this year right imperative.

Unfortunately, we took ourselves too
seriously. Spirit week is supposed to be
about being silly and having fun at your
own expense without caring about how

Table Talk with Chef Devlin

e compiled by melanie george

eHow is culinary arts beneficial for a student
with cooking as a hobby rather than a career?
“It teaches you how to work in a group and to ask
questions. And, it teaches you a good skill that you
will use all your life, because you will eat all your

life.”

e How does Culinary Arts instill leadership skills?

“It's the typical 911 scenario. There's a crash, we all
come by, everybody’s waiting for someone else to call
and no one does anything. When you're in a kitchen, or
in any job or any environment, someone needs to take
charge. And if you do, 95% of the people will follow.”

eHow can this class prepare
students for the future?
“School is like the entrance
exam. When you graduate,
you just passed. Now you
have to go out and take
everything that you learned
and master it.”

WILL SHIN/RANK&FILE
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ridiculous you look. This year, we got the
immaturity that goes with spirit week,
but it didn’t bring us closer to our goal.

Disregarding the opinions of stu-
dents, especially those with a grasp on
how to improve participation, is unhelp-
ful. At the same time, completely shun-
ning authority and being unwilling to
work with administrators is automati-
cally going to result in an outcome lower
than the potential ceiling.

Ultimately, isn’t that what we all
want? To reach the ceiling? To have the
closest community and the highest spir-
it?

To get back to those goals that unite
the school, it will take cooperation from
the whole school.

As students, we need to use the re-
sources available to wus, particularly
our student representatives. They are
obliged to listen and present proposals to
issues to staff. Whether those proposals
get enacted or not, it is unfair to complain
about situations before using the institu-
tions already available to us.

“Let us remember that we
should never become so
polarized that we forget
how to polietly disagree
and still celebrate who we

”

are.

- Principal Jeffrey Litz in an email
about Spirit Week on Oct. 5.
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Safety or Security: Outdoor courtyard expansion

by reyna berry and melanie
george

As social distancing is-
sues have resurfaced, the
amount of outdoor seating
open during lunch has waned.

The rise in outdoor eating
and frustration over under-
classmen in the Senior Court-
yard have raised questions of
whether to open up other out-
door spaces.

“We want to give individ-
uals enough space to properly
distance, but we can’t let stu-
dents congregate without su-
pervision,” Safety and Security
Assistant Scott Devine said.

Devine said only two of
the school’s four courtyards
are open to students during
lunch because there are not
enough security personnel to
supervise additional spaces.

Sophomore Ivanna Ste-
fanova said she sees the open

courtyards as an escape for
some students.

“On certain days it’s just
good to take a break and chill
outside,” Stefanova said. “It’s
also way calmer and more re-
laxing.”

For sophomore Zoe Jones,
eating outside is a matter of
safety as well as comfort.

“I want to do as much as
[ can to protect myself and
my family from COVID,” Jones
said. “Eating outside at lunch
is just another way of lower-
ing my risk for getting myself
and others sick.”

However, Jones said she
recognizes the school’s securi-
ty concerns.

“I think it's unfortunate
that we aren’t allowed to go
to other courtyards to eat out-
side, where it's safer;” Jones
said, “but I understand it from
an administrative perspective,
since we are understaffed.”

Safety and Security Spe-
cialist Steve Williams said
these courtyards are also used
by teachers during class, so
they aren’t viable options for
lunch. Additionally, students
said the additional courtyards
are inconveniently far from
the cafeteria.

“If people were to eat out
there, they’d have to bring
their food that way, which
could [make] a bigger mess,’
junior Tia Aloizos said. “Peo-
ple [would] definitely go there,
but it’s not going to be a lot of
people.”

Standing at the cross-
roads of school security and
student safety, Williams said
his team is working on ways
to open up more spaces for
students during lunch.

“[You want to spread stu-
dents] out as much as you
can,” Williams said. “Any time
you can put them outside, I

think it’s a better situation.”

Williams said there is a
new option for lunch in the
works: the “Marshall Pit, a
shaded area beside the tennis
courts.

In the past, it has been
used for gatherings during
football and tennis games, but
now, it may serve as a COVID-
safe space for students to eat.

“We don’t really have any-
body to [monitor the Pit], but
we're pushing that way,” Wil-
liams said. “It's going to hap-
pen eventually”

Aloizos said she would
consider using the Pit for
lunch if it becomes available,
while Devine agreed new op-
tions are beneficial, as long as
students remain safe.

“Security is number one,”
Devine said. “At the end of the
day, everybody has to be safe
and everyone has to go home
and come to school safe.”

The C-Hall Courtyard and Native
Species Garden are currently closed to
students eating lunch because teachers
use the locations for instruction.

Among the proposed alternate outdoor
locations is the Marshall Pit, located
next to the modulars and tennis courts.
Staffing contraints have prevented the
pit from being used for lunches to this

point.

MELANIE GEORGE/RANK&FILE
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Guitar Ensemble back from behind the screen

RHEA NEWNAHA/RANK&FILE

Junior Sam Peden plays his intrument in the
beginning of fifth period guitar class on Oct. 22.

by rhea newnaha
classes back in

With his
person, guitar instructor

Mathew Kulikosky said it’s time to
get out of the bedroom and onto
a stage.

After playing behind a screen
for a year, guitar ensembles are
back in the classroom.

“Being by yourself and play-
ing the guitar isn’t necessarily a
disaster, but not being able to be
together, collaborate and do the
things that we’re used to doing
definitely was a shame,” Kulikosky
said.

Guitar ensemble member and
junior Sam Peden said being back
in person has helped him get bet-
ter acquainted with his classmates
and find his crowd, as far as his

“This year, [class is] really
good, especially now that we can
do shows again, we can all sit
down, and we’re all forced to play
together,” Peden said. “People I
didn’t even know existed turned
out to be in my class this year, so
we've collaborated outside of gui-
tar too,” Peden said.

Kulikosky said it was difficult
to assess if students needed help
in class while teaching to black
boxes rather than faces.

“It was hard to see, especially
[with] the less experienced play-
ers, what they’re doing,” Kulikosky
said. “[To] see if they’re doing any-
thing wrong and to try to fix it.”

But with students in person,
the ensemble is back to playing,
listening, and learning beside each
other once again.

musical interests go.

Volleyball team raises over $6,000 for
breast cancer research, new equipment

by josie hamilton and ben pyatt

n support of October’s Breast Cancer

Awareness month, the volleyball team
played their annual Dig Pink game on
Oct. 22 against Langley.

Players wore an array of pink jer-
seys and tutus to school as well as cre-
ating social media posts to raise aware-
ness and encourage friends and family
to show support at the game on Thurs-
day.

“[The Dig Pink game] is definitely
more hype,” said volleyball captain and
junior Maddie Curcio. “There’s more
school spirit.”

A Dig Pink tradition, Serve-a-Thon
is a fundraiser where friends and fami-
lies of players pledge a certain amount
of money for each serve in the game.
This year, volleyball raised over $6,000
towards new equipment and cancer re-
search.

“Dig pink was a huge success,” varsi-
ty player and sophomore Brooke Bundy
said. “We raised money and awareness
for the cause. Even though the game
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didn’t end the way we wanted it to, the
large energy of the night overwhelmed
that.”

Pink-out shirts were sold through-
out the week in the cafeteria. Out of the
500 shirts ordered by the 2022 PTA se-
nior class representatives, all were sold
out before Friday. In total, these shirts
raised $5,000 dollars. While 40% went
to the senior’s graduation celebration,
10% went to the Susan G. Komen Foun-
dation for breast cancer research.

“As a freshman, all the seniors were
wearing a lot of pink, and it just raises
awareness because [ don’t think we real-
ly talk about it enough,” Curcio said.

Despite a loss from the varsity team,
both the freshman and ]V volleyball
teams celebrated wins in their last game
of the season, including a JV victory over
Langley’s previously undefeated squad.

“Freshmen and ]JV’s exciting wins
ended their season the best possible
way. Varsity’s loss was unfortunate, but
we all put our hearts into the game for
the night and it was still a success,” Bun-
dy said.

JOSIE HAMILTON/RANK&FILE

Members of the JV volleyball team
celebrate their end-of-season home
win over previously undefeated
Langley on Oct. 21's Dig Pink Night.
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Inaugural boys volleyball team fights to
gain official recognition, student support

by marie kah and rishi vanka

boys volleyball team consisting of

Marshall students has seen early suc-
cess but struggled to get support from the
student body in its first season.

Players said the lack of student in-
terest and game attendance has been an
ongoing issue for the team, which they
blame on the lack of recognition from the
Virginia High School League (VHSL) for
boys volleyball.

“I think it is quite difficult to gain
some recognition from the student body
as a whole, simply because we aren’t an
official team in the VHSL,” libero and ju-
nior Nawfal Elwannas said, adding that

Sophomore Jacob Ayers gets ready to serve against West Potomac.

the team could reach a whole new audi-
ence “if we were to be a part of the league,
have home games, play in front of a home
crowd and get support from Marshall
Athletics.”

The lack of student interest results
in high schools forming clubs rather than
an established sport with JV and varsity
teams.

“[Boys volleyball] is a good experi-
ence, but [ wish it was more popular in
America, so it would be a more compet-
itive area,” Yavuz said.

In an effort to increase student sup-
port, the team has taken to social media
to promote their games.

“We have an Instagram account,

which is @gcmboysvolley where all posts
about games and results are shared. Be-
sides that, we’ve been spreading the word
about games and the team as a whole to
our friends and peers,” Elwanas said.

The team had tryouts on Sept. 13
and a week later competed in their first
games. Now a month out from tryouts,
they hold a record of 14-2.

“It feels amazing to be able to have
this much success, considering the fact
that we only started playing with each
other as a team nearly a month ago,” El-
wannas said. “To look back and see how
far we have all come [as] individuals and
as one team just shows the [team’s] de-
termination and commitment.”

AMY YAM
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Senior cheer captains
lead team to fourth
consecutive district title

by emma mobley

For senior cheer captains Whitney Booth and Iyesha
Souiri, taking home the title of district champions once again
marks a satisfying conclusion to their cheer careers.

Despite a change in districts this past year, the varsity
cheer team won their fourth consecutive title.

“The most special thing about being on varsity all four
years at Marshall [has been] creating memorable bonds with
the people in the grades above and below me as the years go
by,” Booth said.

Experience gave Booth and Souiri the opportunity to lead
the team to another championship season.

“The [previous] seniors definitely left us with a lot of life
lessons,” Souiri said. “Since the seniors are the older kids, I al-
ways looked up to them. They were great role models and they
inspired me with their great energy and tight form.”

When Marshall athletics switched districts ahead of this
season, the team faced a new challenge.

“The district change this year was nerve-wracking be-
cause some of the new teams in the district have had a lot of
talent in the past, but this was good for Marshall cheer be-
cause it made us work harder now that we had harder compe-
tition,” Booth said.

Despite the situation, the team has not let it phase them.

“Every year is different with expectations, but I do think
that the returning members always really emphasize hard
work and adaptability to ensure the squad will be strong,” var-
sity head coach Dominic Borello said. “It’s very humbling to be
part of four consecutive district titles and to be named coach
of the year again.”

For the cheer squad, team dynamics is a key to success.
Borello said it requires trust to get you up in the air.

“Being confident in yourself and your teammates is what
makes this program successful,” Borello said. “The kids be-
lieve in themselves and are each other’s biggest cheerleaders.
The athletes hold themselves and their teammates to high
standards.”

Being able to have a successful season four years in a row
is an impressive accomplishment for any athletic team.

“Winning as a freshman was surprising because that’s the
year we first got our title back,” Souiri said. “As a senior, it's
such an amazing feeling. It’s satisfying.”

Cheerleader and junior Samantha Nicole Lagman said
changes will come with the departure of their captains.

“It’s going to be a difficult transition, but our coach knows
we can adapt,” Lagman said.” There are a lot of athletes that
have been cheering on varsity for a few years, especially with
the experienced cheer captains, so we know what is expected
of us.”
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The cheer team celebrates their win with a group photo.
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“Being confident in yourself and your teammates is
what makes this program successful. The kids believe in
themselves and are each other’s biggest cheerleaders.

- head coach Dominic Borello
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“The most special thing about being on varsity all four
years at Marshall [has been] creating memorable bonds
with the people in the grades above and below me as
years go by."”

- senior cheer captain Whitney Booth
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Experience a different kind of
healthcare... personalized for
you and your family

Concierge primary care for
children, teens and adults

“My joy is in taking care of the entire family
- watching children grow and develop from
birth into adulthood and helping parents
care for their own health.”

At Dr. Julia Stanford’s membership medicine practice you'll benefit from
individualized care and attention, and:

« Longer, unhurried visits

+ Same day appointments

« Dr. Stanford’s personal cell phone
for direct communication after
hours

+ Weekend or evening appoint-
ments for urgent issues

« Guidance with specialist care
« Home visits if appropriate

« Convenient location next to Inova
Fairfax Hospital

Family discounts available when more than one
family member joins the practice.

Now accepting new patients
Call for a complimentary ‘meet and greet’ at 703-682-8261
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Librarians address locally challenged books

by justin sun, will black-
burn & eleanor mcaden

At a school board meet-
ing on Sep. 23, FCPS sus-
pended two books following
complaints from parents.

The books, “Lawn Boy”
by Jonathan Evison and “Gen-
der Queer” by Maia Kobabe,
were temporarily removed
from shelves days before
Banned Books week.

For librarians Krissy
Ronan and Elizabeth Toledo,
Banned Books week is a time
to expand students’ world
view, but only if they have
access to different books and
learn different things because
everyone’s different.

“The whole thing is about
freedom of information,” To-
ledo said. “Everybody should
have access to whatever in-
formation they need or want
to read, so banning books
doesn’t make sense.”

The two books have
come under scrutiny due to
a parent complaint about
their sexual content. Toledo
and Ronan said they believe
a book’s audience should also
be considered.

“Some kinds of books
are appropriate for some au-
diences, and some aren’t
Ronan said. “For example,
a book you may read as a
teenager may have content
that’s a little too much for a
younger person, but it's not
so much that it should be
banned. I think it should be
used thoughtfully”

Ronan said the change of
viewpoints over time is an-
other reason to censor with
caution.

“At different times, dif-
ferent ideas are considered
more dangerous or more in-
appropriate, so books that
may be banned or considered
to be challenged at one point

would not be either 20 years
before or 20 years later,” she
said.

The two challenged
books  contain  LGBTQ+
themes, and critics of the ban
say it is an attempt to silence
the community. Ronan said
she has noticed a pattern re-
garding which books are cen-
sored.

“The experiences that are
othered are often experiences

of people who identify in
ways that are marginalized in
our community and in our so-
ciety, and I think that is really
problematic,” Ronan said.

As election week ap-
proaches, the books have
sparked a larger debate about
parent involvement in school
decisions, while students,
teachers and families still
await a decision.

WILL BLACKBURN/RANK&FILE

Parents challenged two books at a meeting on Sept. 23.

Chris Poteat
Philip Condron
Ellen C. Savage
Amy Lu

Grady Dillon
Shirley Alexander
Kylie Henigan

one-star patrons

Shannon Schumer
Pyatt-Openshaw Family

two-star patrons

Deepti Newnaha
Kendis McAden

GCM Student Media would like to thank all of our patrons
whose contributions have helped make the printing of this
magazine possible.

Scott & Martha George

four-star patrons
Maureen Berry

Will Shin

Rank&File depends finacially on our patrons and subscribers.
For more information about our magazine and recieving it
through the mail, visit: www.gcmnews.net/subscribe.

three-star patrons
Allison & Simon Hamilton
Teri & Doug Vickery

five-star patrons
Emily Schmidt
Jim & Lisa Reinish
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